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Valley  Residents  Pack  WCC  for  Town  Hall  Meeting 


Representatives  of  several  San 
Francisco  departments  joined  Super- 
visor Sophie  Maxwell  at  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Community  Cen- 
ter on  July  21  as  neighborhood 
residents  gathered  to  acquire  infor- 
mation and  get  their  questions 
answered  at  a  Town  Hall  Meeting. 

Members  of  Muni,  the  Department  of 
Children,  Youth  and  Their  Families 
(DCYF),  Recreation  and  Parks,  the 
Department  of  Parking  and  Traffic 
(DPT),  the  Police  Department  (SFPD) 
and  the  Fire  Department  (SFFD)  each 
made  presentations  to  the  capacity 
crowd,  many  in  response  to  questions 
about  City  services  in  Visitacion  Valley 
that  had  been  compiled  and  presented  to 
them  several  days  prior  to  the  meeting. 
Members  of  the  audience  were  later  able 
to  direct  additional  questions  to  the 
various  City  departments. 

"Vis  Valley  is  a  very,  very  special  in 
this  entire  city  because  it's  one  of  the 
most  diverse  communities"  said 
Maxwell,  who  described  the  purpose 
of  the  meeting  as  an  opportunity  for 
everyone  to  work  together. 

Before  introducing  the  first  speaker. 
Maxwell  summarized  several  pieces 
of  legislation  from  a  larger  list  of  items 
recently  introduced  by  her  office. 
They  include: 

*Requiring  a  conditional  use  permit 
for  Internet  server  farms  to  reduce 
their  power  demands  and  potential 
environmental  and  health  impacts. 
Maxwell  pointed  out  that  a  farm  - 
consisting  of  a  building  filled  with 
stacked-together  computers  -  uses  as 
much  energy  as  50.000  homes. 

•Creation  of  an  Asthma  Task 


Many  questions  concerning  Visitacion  Valley  issues  were  answered  by 
Supervisor  Sophie  Maxwell  and  representatives  of  various  City 
departments  at  a  Town  Hall  meeting  on  July  21  at  the  Community  Center. 


Force  for  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
important  for  District  10,  the  only  area 
left  in  the  City  with  heavy  industry,  as 
well  as  sewer  and  power  plants. 

•Creation  of  a  planning  process  for 
the  development  of  the  currently 
unused  Schlage  Lock  property  along 
Bayshore  Boulevard.  Maxwell  said 
she  had  recently  taken  a  tour  of  the 
property  and  wants  funding  to  be 
allocated  for  its  proper  development. 

"It's  very  important  that  we  all  talk 
together  about  what  we  want  to  see." 
she  said.  "We  do  have  the  power  to 
decide  what  will  be  there." 

In  summarizing  the  questions  provided 
to  the  various  City  departments  present: 

*DCYF  was  asked  to  address  the  issue 
of  improving  academic  enrichment 
programs  in  the  Valley  that  were  not  only 
culturally  sensitive  but  also  accessible  to 
limited  English  proficiency. 


♦Recreation  and  Parks  received 
questions  about  the  assignment  of 
staff  to  Visitacion  Valley  Play- 
ground, providing  activities,  install- 
ing multilingual  signs  on  park 
property,  and  how  to  stop  people 
from  urinating  in  public  areas. 

*SFPD  was  questioned  about  an 
increase  of  bilingual  officers  on 
patrol  and  overall  public  safety  - 
especially  at  and  around  bus  stops. 

*DPT  was  queried  on  posting  a  speed 
warning  sign  adjacent  to  Visitacion 
Valley  Elementary  School  (WES). 

"I  want  to  talk  about  solutions  and 
how  we  as  a  community  can  come 
together  and  make  these  those  thing? 
happen,"  said  Maxwell,  who  also 
introduced  her  aides.  Sarah  He  and 
Greg  Asay.  and  encouraged  members 
of  the  community  to  contact  her  office 
See  Page  3 


HUD  Awards  $448  Million  in  Housing  Assistance  Vouchers 

WASHINGTON  -  The  U.S.  Depart-  the  median  income  for  the  county  or  landlord  and  the  amount  subsidized  by 
ment  of  Housing  and  Urban  Develop-  metropolitan  area  in  which  the  family  the  program: 

ment  on  Jury  2  said  it  has  awarded  chooses  to  live.  By  law,  PHAs  must  Landlords  are  required  to  provide 
nearly  $448  million  in  new  vouchers  to  provide  75  percent  of  the  vouchers  to  decent,  safe,  and  sanitary  housing  to 
subsidize  the  cost  of  housing  for  some  applicants  whose  incomes  are  less  than  tenants  at  a  reasonable  rent.  Rental  units 
79,000  additional  families.  HUD  30  percent  of  the  area  median  income,  must  meet  the  program's  housing 
Secretary  Mel  Martinez  announced.      In  addition,  vouchers  are  limited  to  U.S.  quality  standards  and  be  maintained  at 

HUD's  Housing  Choice  Voucher  citizens  and  specified  categories  of  those  levels.  Landlords  must  provide 
program  -  formerly  known  as  Section  8  non-citizens  who  have  eligible  immi-  the  services  agreed  to  as  part  of  the  lease 
Vouchers  and  Certificates  -  is  the  gration  status.  signed  with  the  tenant  and  the  contract 

federal  government's  major  initiative     Once  a  family  is  determined  to  be  signed  with  the  PHA.  Should  a  landlord 
for  helping  very  low-income  families,  eligible,  the  PHA  places  the  family  on  a  fail  to  meet  its  obligations,  the  PHA 
people  with  disabilities  and  the  elderly  waiting  list,  if  the  demand  for  vouchers  may  terminate  the  payments, 
afford  decent,  safe  and  sanitary  housing  exceeds  the  supply.  PHAs  are  required  to  re-examine 

in  the  private  market,  Martinez  said.       Each  PHA  determines  its  own  family  incomes  and  composition  at 

"The  President  is  committed  to  "payment  standard."  i.e  .  the  amount  of  least  annually,  and  must  inspect  rental 
finding  solutions  to  address  America's  money  needed  to  rent  a  moderately  units  annually  to  ensure  that  they  meet 
tremendous  need  for  affordable  rental  priced  dwelling  unit  in  the  local  housing  minimum  standards, 
housing,"  Martinezsaid.  "These  vouch-  market  The  amount,  in  turn,  is  used  to     The  family  is  required  to  comply  with 
ers  are  just  a  part  of  those  solutions."     calculate   the   amount   of  housing  the  lease  and  program  requirements,  pay 

Vouchers,  often  referred  to  as  '1air  assistance  a  family  will  receive.  A  its  share  ofrent  on  time,  maintain  the  unit 
share  vouchers,"  are  distributed  to  public  family  that  receives  a  housing  voucher  in  good  condition  and  notify  the  PHA  of 
housing  authorities  (PHA)  according  to  can  select  a  unit  with  a  rent  that  is  below  any  changes  in  income  or  family 
need  to  help  the  many  low-income  or  above  the  payment  standard.  composition.   A   family  can  move 

families  throughout  the  country  on  PHAs  may  establish  local  preferences  without  jeopardizing  its  participation  in 
waiting  lists  for  housing  assistance.  The  for  selecting  applicants  from  its  waiting  the  program  as  long  as  it  notifies  the 
lists  have  grown  longer  in  recent  years  list  For  example,  a  PHA  may  give  a  PHA  ahead  of  time,  terminates  its 
because  housing  prices  have  increased  preference  to  a  family  that  is  homeless,  existing  lease  within  the  lease  provisions 
faster  than  wages.  Congress,  as  a  result  living  in  substandard  housing,  paying  and  finds  acceptable  alternate  housing, 
appropriated  60,000  additional  vouch-  more  than  50  percent  of  its  income  for  HUD  provides  funds  to  enable  PHAs 
ers  last  fiscal  year  and  79,000  this  year,   rent  or  involuntarily  displaced.  to  make  housing  assistance  payments 

PHAs  select  families  for  the  program  After  a  family  is  notified  that  it  will  on  behalf  of  families.  HUD  also  pays 
based  upon  total  family  income  and  receive  a  voucher,  the  family  is  each  PHA  a  fee  for  administering  the 
family  size.  In  general,  a  family's  responsible  for  finding  a  suitable  rental  program.  When  additional  funds 
income  may  not  exceed  50  percent  of  unit  Under  the  program's  provisions,  become  available  to  assist  new  families, 
Applications  Available  in  vou^er^'P>enk  are  free  to  choose  any  HUD  invites  PHAs  to  submit  applica- 
.  r  ¥¥       .        housingthat  meets  their  needs,  including  tions  for  funds  for  additional  housing 

AugUSt  for  King  Housing   single-family  homes,  townhouses  and  vouchers 

John    King    Senior    Community  apartments.  Rental  units  must  meet     Including  those  awarded  today,  HUD 
(JKSC)  will  begin  accepting  applica-  minimum  standards  of  health  and  safety,  has  issued  nearly  1.9  million  housing 
tions  in  August  for  90  units  on  new  as  determined  by  the  local  PHA  that  assistance  vouchers  since  their  incep- 
low-income  senior  housing  which  administers  the  program  for  HUD  tion  in  the  mid-1970s, 
should  be  completed  on  Raymond  Under  certain  circurns^nces,  when  Mayor  Joins  Dedication 
Avenue  by  the  end  of  this  year.  More  authorized  by  the  PHA,  a  family  may  use  ~.r^7  n. 
information  is  available  by  calling  its  voucher  to  purchase  a  modest  home.  Of  Valley  Playground 
Mercy  Services  Corporation  at  (415)     The  PHA  will  then  inspect  the  rental     Mayor  Willie  Brown  and  Recre- 
553-6360.  unit  to  ensure  that  the  rent  is  reasonable,  ation  and  Park  representatives  joined 

JKSC  is  also  currently  interviewing  If  it  is,  the  family  and  the  landlord  sign  a  neighborhood  residents  during  an 
for  a  property  manager,  the  first  lease  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  landlord  early  afternoon  ceremony  on  July  7  to 
position  to  be  filled  at  the  new  complex,  and  the  PHA  sign  a  housing  assistance  officially  dedicate  a  newly  refurbished 
who  will  help  direct  marketing  as  well  payments  contract  that  runs  for  the  Visitacion  Valley  Playground  on 
as  hire  staff  for  the  property.  Resumes  same  term  as  the  lease.  The  subsidy  is  Leland  Avenue  at  Cora  Street.  New 
for  the  position  can  be  submitted  to:  paid  to  the  landlord  directly  by  the  PHA  play  structures,  palm  trees  and  a 
Craig  Cole,  Property  Supervisor.  1038  on  behalf  of  the  participating  family,  spacious  environment  are  park  of  the 
Howard  St.,  San  Francisco.  CA  94103;  The  family  then  pays  the  difference  new  playground,  which  was  rede- 
or  faxed  to:  (415)  522-5366.  between  the  actual  rent  charged  by  the  signed  and  rebuilt  earlier  this  year. 


Using  a  newly  developed  Inte- 
grated Nonfiler  Compliance  (INC) 
system,  more  than  750.000  state 
income  tax  nonfilers  for  the  1999 
tax  year  were  identified  by  the 
Franchise  Tax  Board  (FTB)  and 
began  receiving  notices  in  June. 

"This  award-winning  computer  sys- 
tem will  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 
FTB  and  the  fairness  of  our  tax  system 
by  identifying  more  nonfilers"  ex- 
plained State  Controller  Kathleen 
Connell.  "At  the  same  time,  it  will  be 
less  intrusive  because  it  eliminates 
erroneous  contacts. 

The  FTB  uses  more  than  220 
million  income  records  received 
from  employers,  banks,  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service,  and  other  sources 
to  compare  its  database  of  tax 
returns  filed  with  the  California 
income  data.  The  FTB  then  contacts 
individuals  to  request  returns  from 
those  who  have  California  income 
but  did  not  file  a  tax  return. 

Late  filers  30  days  to  file  their  return 
or  show  why  a  tax  return  is  not  due. 
Those  who  ignore  the  letter  will  get  a 
tax  assessment  with  penalties  and 
applicable  fees. 

The  FTB  developed  the  INC 
system  using  the  benefit-based 
alternative  procure  more  nonfilers 
method  where  the  FTB's  business 
partner,  IBM  Global  Services,  is 
paid  only  when  the  new  system 
produces  additional  revenue. 

Cost  of  the  INC  system  is  $61  million 
and  is  expected  to  produce  approxi- 
mately $36  million  annually  in  new 
state  revenue  from  those  individuals 
who  previously  avoided  detection.  To 
date,  the  INC  system  already  has 
brought  in  more  than  $82  million  in 
new  revenue. 

Americans  Say  They  Don 

More  Americans  totally  lack  trust  in 
many  government  agencies  than  totally 
trust  them,  according  to  a  recent 
nationwide  survey  of  more  than  3.200 
adults  by  Decision  Analyst  Inc.. 
leading  opinion  and  marketing  re- 
search firm. 

In  the  firm's  April  survey,  taken 
before  the  FBI  admitted  it  had  not 
disclosed  all  of  its  investigative  reports 
relating  to  the  Oklahoma  City  bomb- 
ing, one  in  seven  respondents  said  they 
had  no  trust  at  all  in  the  federal 
government  The  question  was:  How 
much  trust  do  you  have  in  each  of  the 
following?  Listed  after  the  questions 
were:  federal  government,  state  gov- 
ernment and  city  government,  as  well 
as  various  governmental  agencies. 

Respondents  had  the  opportunity  to 
check:  a  lot  of  trust,  some  trust,  little 
trust,  and  no  trust.  Most  responses 
landed  in  the  middle(some  trust  or  little 
trust). 

"The  concern  comes  in  the  surprising 
number  that  displayed  a  total  lack  of 
trust  in  most  of  the  governmental 
bodies  listed,"  said  Gary  Upton,  senior 
vice  president  f  Decision  Analyst,  Inc. 
"We  saw  a  surprising  imbalance  in  the 
responses  recorded  at  the  negative  end 
of  the  spectrum.  As  professional 
analysts,  we  know  that  respondents 
who  strongly  approve  or  disapprove  of 
a  product  or  group  often  are  led  to  do 


The  INC  system  also  will  reduce 
unnecessary  taxpayer  contacts  by 
55,000  and  will  identify  and  contact 
100,000  more  nonfilers  annually 
while  allowing  the  FTB  to  better  use 
existing  data. 

To  provide  better  customer  service 
and  communication,  nonfiler  notices 
are  tailored  to  reflect  the  specific  facts 
of  the  case  rather  than  sending  out  a 
generic  form  letter. 

In  conjunction  with  the  FTB's  e- 
govemment  initiative,  the  INC  system 
has  expanded  self-service  options  to 
the  Internet  by  creating  a  special  web 
page  specifically  for  nonfilers.  From 
this  single  location,  individuals  can 
request  more  time  to  respond,  retrieve 
information  that  can  help  assist  them  in 
filing  a  tax  return,  learn  about  payment 
options,  request  tax  forms,  correct  a 
misreported  social  security  number, 
and  get  answers  to  questions  they  may 
have  concerning  the  notices. 

In  April,  the  Federation  of  Tax 
Administrators  announced  the  FTB  as 
its  2001  Compliance  A  wardWinner  for 
the  development  of  the  INC  system. 
The  Federation  of  Tax  Administrators 
is  a  non-profit  organization  comprised 
of  taxation  and  revenue  departments  of 
the  50  states.  District  of  Columbia,  and 
New  York  City.  Its  mission  is  to 
improve  the  standards  and  methods  of 
tax  administration. 

The  FTB  urges  those  who  receive  a 
notification  letter  to  respond  immediately 
to  avoid  penalties  Individuals  now  have 
three  options  to  resolve  their  accounts. 
They  can  access  the  FTB's  new  nonfiler 
website  at  wwAv.ftb.ca.gov/inc,  use  the 
FTB's  automated  phone  service  at  (866) 
204-7902  with  its  expanded  options,  or 
call  (800)  852-57 1 1  to  speak  with  a  FTB 
customer  service  representative. 

't  Trust  U.S.  Government 

something  about  their  beliefs." 

On  the  subject  of  the  federal 
government  one  in  seven  Americans 
totally  distrusts  the  institution,  the 
survey  shows.  Only  one  in  15  totally 
trusts  the  federal  government 

State  government  comparisons  were 
similar,  with  one  in  10  respondents 
totally  distrusting  their  state  govern- 
ment and  only  one  in  17  totally 
trusting  it. 

City  government  comparisons  also 
reflected  discouraging  patterns,  with 
one  in  nine  respondents  totsally 
distrusting  city  officials  and  only  one  in 
14  totally  trusting  their  city  govern- 
ment. 

The  FBI  fared  in  a  somewhat  similar 
fashion,  but  did  manage  to  reflect  as 
many  totally  trusting  the  agency  as 
distrusting  it  -  one  in  nine. 

"While  not  helping  government 
agencies  identify  ways  to  become  a 
better  influence  in  our  lives,  this  data 
helps  explain  the  difficult  time 
government  officials  have  in  enlisting 
constituent  support  to  move  in  any 
direction  that  would  expand  our 
success  as  a  naiton,"  Upton  said.  "The 
data  also  helps  explain  why  a  tragedy  of 
such  immense  proportion  as  the 
Oklahoma  City  bombing  happened, 
and  could  happen  again." 

Decision  Analyst  s  Internet  survey  of 3, 200 adults  has 
a  margin  or  error  of  plus  or  minus  one  percent 


Visitacion  Valley's  Biggest  Story 


Ralph  Oroquiia 

All  eyes  were  focused  on  Geneva  Towers  just  after  2:30  p.m.  on 
May  16,  1998  as  the  twin  20-story  buildings  were  imploded  to 
make  way  for  Heritage  Homes,  a  low-rise  complex  which  opened 
two  years  later.  This  month,  the  Visitacion  Valley  Grapevine 
celebrates  its  15th  anniversary  with  a  special  10-page  feature  on 
the  neighborhood's  history  beginning  on  page  7. 
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[  Grapevine  Mailbox  ] 


Our  15th  Anniversary 

Dear  Readers: 

This  month,  the  Visitacion  Valley 
Grapevine  celebrates  its  15*  anniver- 
sary with  an  expanded  issue  featuring 
historical  stories  and  pictures  of  the 
neighborhood. 

In  the  last  15  years,  there  certainly 
have  been  a  number  of  rough  spots  in 
getting  the  newspaper  out.  But  -  as  any 
editor  knows -journalistic  perseverence 
usually  overcomes  most  obstacles. 

Each  month  since  August  1986,  the 
Grapevine  has  endeavored  to  represent 
Visitacion  Valley  and  stick  by  its  motto 
-  Serving  Our  Community  -  and  will 
continue  to  do  so  in  an  impartial 
manner  for  some  time  to  come. 
Len  Appiano,  Editor 
Visitacion  Valley  Grapevine 

Nurses  Concerned  with 
Working  Conditions 

(NAPS)  The  key  to  avoiding  a  public 
health  crisis,  say  health  care  experts, 
may  be  to  improve  the  working 
conditions  for  many  of  our  nation's 
health  care  providers. 

According  to  a  recent  national  survey 
commissioned  by  the  American  Nurses 
Association  (ANA),  deteriorating  work- 
ing conditions  have  led  to  a  decline  in 
the  quality  of  nursing  care. 

Seventy-five  percent  of  the  nurses 
surveyed  in  the  February  2001  ANA 
Staffing  Survey  feel  the  quality  of 
nursing  care  at  the  facility  in  which 
thev  work  has  declined  over  the  past 
two  years,  while  56  percent  say  that 
the  time  they  have  available  for  patient 
care  has  decreased. 

In  addition,  more  than  40  percent 
of  the  nurses  surveyed  said  they 
would  not  feel  comfortable  having  a 
family  member  or  someone  close  to 
them  cared  for  in  the  facility  in 
which  they  work. 

"With  over  three-quarters  of  respon- 
dents believing  that  the  quality  of 
nursing  care  has  declined  and  more 
than  half  saying  their  time  for  patient 
care  has  decreased,  consumers  should 
be  concerned  about  the  quality  of 
health  care  they  are  receiving."  said 
ANA  president  Mary  Foley,  RN. 

In  an  effort  to  improve  the  quality  of 
care  in  our  nation's  health  care 
facilities,  the  ANA  is  pushing  for  the 
following  legislative  protections: 

♦Increased  whistleblower  protec- 
tions, so  nurses  can  report  unsafe 
conditions  without  fear  of  reprisal. 

*  Restrictions  on  forced  overtime,  so 
nurses  know  they  will  not  be  required 
to  work  mandatory  overtime  when  they 
are  tired  or  have  outside  commitments. 

♦Mandated  collection  of  workforce 
and  nursing-sensitive  quality  data,  so 
nurses  know  health  care  facilities  are 
publicly  accountable  for  the  quality- 
not  just  the  cost-of  patient  care,  and  for 
staffing  levels  used  to  deliver  that  care. 

♦Establishment  of  a  patient  classifica- 
tion system  to  better  calculate  the 
appropriate  level  and  mix  of  nursing 
staff  needed  to  deliver  safe,  quality  care. 

The  relationship  between  inadequate 
staffing  and  quality  of  care  correlates 
with  a  March  2000  study,  conducted  by 
hospital  and  health  care  research 
organization  Network,  Inc.  for  ANA, 
which  found  that  patients  have  better 
health-care  outcomes  in  hospitals  with 
higher  staffing  levels  and  higher  RN 
ratios  in  the  staffing  mix. 

"■Nurses  know  that  they  can't  provide 
the  best  quality  of  nursing  care  under 
current  conditions,"  said  Foley.  "Both 
patients  and  nurses  deserve  better." 

The  ANA  Staffing  Survey  findings 
are  even  more  alarming  when  com- 
bined with  demographics  which  show 
that  the  bulk  of  the  nation's  nurses  are 
going  to  retire  in  the  next  few  years  and 
with  statistics  revealing  a  significant 
drop  in  nursing  school  enrollments. 


by  Maria  T.  Baird,  Public  Outreach  asbestos  tiles.  What  to  do  with  all  that 

Manager,  San  Francisco  Solid  Waste  other  household  waste -those  cleaners. 

Management  Program  pesticides  and  solvents? 

Summer's  already  here,  but  a  lot  of  For  safety  and  environmental  rea- 

us,  like  San  Francisco  resident  and  sons,  it's  against  the  law  to  dispose  of 

nursing  student  Gillian  Droeger,  still  these  hazardous  wastes  in  your  garbage 

haven't  quite  finished  spring  cleaning,  can  or  drains.  For  a  fee,  the  City  will 

"I  started  cleaning  and  discovered  pick  up  those  materials,  by  appoint- 

boxes  of  magazines  from  about  1978.  ment,  or  you  can  drop  them  off  for  free 

nobody's  read  them,  covered  with  two  at  the  Household  Hazardous  Waste 

inches  of  dust,"  Droeger  said  with  a  Facility.  Yes,  the  drive-through  collec- 

laugh."Okay,  1  can't  move  around  this  tion  service  is  absolutely  free  for  San 

part  of  the  garage  anymore,  it's  time  to  Francisco  residents  with  proof  of 

make  a  trip!"  residency,  such  as  a  utility  bill  or 

One  of  the  recycling  trips  she  makes  driver's  license.  And  70  percent  of 

is  to  the  Household  Hazardous  Waste  those  materials  can  be  recycled. 

Collection  center  on  Tunnel  Avenue  You  don't  even  have  to  leave  your 

near  3Comm  Park.  She's  been  going  car  Just  make  sure  your  materials  are  in 

there  for  years  to  drop  off  her  used  tightly  lidded  containers  that  are  clearly 

motor  oil  from  her  car.  Droeger  derives  labeled.  Putthehazardsinasturdybox, 

a  lot  of  satisfaction  from  doing  her  own  lined  with  newspaper.  Asbestos  must 

auto  maintenance.  "Oil  changes,  hoses  be  wrapped  in  the  equivalent  of  four 

and  clamps  -  it's  so  easy,  it  makes  no  heavy-  garbage  bags,  and  you  can't 

sense  to  pay  someone  70  or  80  dollars  bring  more  than  30  pounds  per  bag. 

to  do  it,"  she  said.  For  seniors  or  the  disabled,  it  can  be 

But  there's  now  an  easier  way  for  difficult  to  make  the  trip  to  a  drop-off 

Gillian  Droeger  and  other  "do  it  site.  That's  why  pickup  of  household 

yourselfers"  to  get  used  motor  oil,  oil  hazardous  waste  is  free  for  those 

filters,  car  batteries,  and  even  house-  residents.  Pickup  is  by  appointment,  so 

hold  latex  paint  removed  from  their  plan  ahead. 

homes.  The  City  of  San  Francisco's  Like  Gillian  Droeger,  Nancy  Tucker 

Solid  Waste  Management  Program  has  made  the  trip  from  her  home  to  the 

now  offers  free  pickup  of  those  hazardous  materials  collection  site, 

materials  at  the  doorstep.  She  recently  brought  in  several  gallons 

There  are  a  few  simple  rules.  Motor  of  paint  left  over  from  when  she 

oil  must  be  poured  into  a  secure  plastic  repaired  her  home.  Now  she  says  she 

container,  and  drained  oil  filters  must  may  take  advantage  of  the  City's  new 

be  put  into  a  sealed  lek-proof  plastic  free  pickup  program.  And,  like  most  of 

bag.  There's  a  limit  of  five  gallons  of  us,   she's   collected   old  cleaning 

oil,  and  seven  gallons  of  latex  paint  per  chemicals,  batteries,  and  some  fluores- 

pickup.  Just  call  for  an  appointment  cent  lamps  over  the  years,  so  she's 

and   an   operator   will   give   you  going  to  pay  the  $35  fee  to  have 


Mayor  Willie  Brown  had  inspiring  words  for  5th  graders  of  Visitacion  Valley 
Elementary  School  (WES)  on  June  8  during  a  commenosment  ceremony 
in  the  school's  auditorium.  WES  is  the  neighborhood's  oldest  school. 


Techno  Kids  in  Business 

A  new  entrepreneurial  program 
called  Techno  Kids  has  been  devel- 
oped this  summer  at  the  Visitacion 
Valley  Beacon  Center. 

Located  on  the  first  floor  of 
Visitacion  Valley  Middle  School  at 
450  Raymond  Ave.  in  the  Computer 
Lab,  Techno  Kids  design  and  market 
business  stationery,  business  cards. 


at  Valley  Beacon  Center 

post  cards,  and  other  paper  products. 
They  were  hard  at  work  on  a  recent 
afternoon  organizing  a  presentation  of 
their  skills. 7*ec7}/?0  Kids  will  produce" 
50  business  cards  for  $25;  postcards 
for  50  cents  apiece;  20  flyers  for  $20, 
and  posters  for  $  1 0  each.  They  can  be 
reached  by  fax  at  (4 1 5)  450-4910  ore- 
mail:  technokids94 1 34@yahoo.com 


instructions. 

It's  a  winning  proposition  for 
residents  and  for  the  environment, 
because  the  used  motor  oil  and  latex 
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everything  conveniently  picked  up  at 
her  home. 
It's  never  too  late  for  spring  cleaning! 
To  set  an  appointment  for  any  of  these 
paint  gets  recycled  instead  of  going  into  pickup  services,  call  1-800-449-7587. 
the  trash  -  or  our  precious  water.  One  The  Household  Hazardous  Waste 
gallon  ofmotor  oil  poured  down  a  drain  Collection  Facility  id  located  on  Tunnel 
can  pollute  up  to  one  million  gallons  of  Avenue  off  the  3Com  Park  exit  from 
water  in  our  creeks,  bay  or  the  ocean,  southbound  Highway  101.  It  is  open 
So  you  can  see  why  recycling  these  Thursday-Saturday,  8  am.  to  4  p.m.  For 
materials  is  so  important.  And  now  it  is  more  information,  call  554-3400. 
easier  than  ever. 

When  you're  cleaning  out  your 
garage,  you  may  find  leftover  bug 
spray,  maybe  darkroom  chemicals 
from  that  photo  class,  or  some  old 

Margin  of  Error  with  Rx? 

(NAPS)  Some  things  in  life  just  don't 
mix.  Like  oil  and  water.  Cats  and  dogs. 
And  some  medications  with  each  other. 

According  to  a  recent  study,  many 
Americans  who  take  prescription  medica- 
tions also  take  multiple  non-prescription 
drugs,  herbal  supplements  and  vitamins. 
And  therein  lies  the  rub.  "The  potential  for 
interactions  among  these  drugs  can  pose  a 
real  danger  to  consumers,"  said  Henri  R. 
Manasse,  Jr.,  Ph.D.,  ScD.,  president  of  the 
American  Society  of  Health-System 
Pharmacists  (ASHP).  the  organization  that 
released  the  study.  "Consumers  should 
know  that  they  can  always  turn  to  their 
pharmacist  for  answers  to  their 
medication-related  questions." 

To  ensure  that  you  take  your  medications 
safely,  ASHP  has  released  recommenda- 
tions that  include  the  following: 

•Keep  a  list  of  all  drug  therapies, 
including  prescription  and  non-prescription 
drugs,  home  remedies  and  medical  foods 
and  show  it  to  your  health  care  provider. 

•Communicate  actual  self-medication 
practices  to  health  care  providers,  especially 
if  how  the  medication  is  taken  varies  from 
the  originally  prescribed  directions. 

•Contact  a  health-system  pharmacist 
with  any  questions  regarding  treat- 
ments or  medications. 

*Learn  the  names  of  prescribed  drug 
products  as  well  as  their  dosage 
strengths  and  schedules. 

*Ask  if  there  are  certain  foods, 
beverages,  other  medicines  or  activi- 
ties that  should  be  avoided  while  taking 
a  prescribed  medication. 

•Request  any  written  information 
available  on  the  drug  product 

•Question  anything  that  is  unclear  or 
that  does  not  seem  right. 

*  Be  alert  to  unexpected  changes,  such  as 
receiving  a  prescription  refill  that  seems  to 
have  a  different  strength  or  appearance 
from  your  original  prescription. 

ASHP  is  the  30,000-member  national 
professional  association  that  represents 
pharmacists  who  practice  in  hospitals, 
health  maintenanceorganizations,  long- 
term  care  facilities,  home  care,  and  other 
components  of  health-care  systems. 


for  the  camp's  last  session. 

Space  is  limited.  Call  468-4372 
for  further  information. 


Asthma  Summer  Day  Camp  for  Valley  Youth 

An  Asthma  Summer  Day  Camp 
for  children  is  planned  for  Aug  6 
through  10  by  Mary  Higgins,  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors' Asthma  Task  Force, 

This  free  program  will  show 
children  ages  6-14  who  suffer  from 
asthma  how  to  cope  with  their 
condition.  Daily  transportation  will 
be  provided.  A  field  trip  to  San 
Francisco  Zoo  is  also  being  planned 


hi  £omng  Met  navy of 
Mwtcha  JZoube  Jiy&i 

Nov  17.  1946  -  June  29.  2001 

A  respected  activist  in  the  community 
and  "Atom  "  to  many,  she  will  be  missed! 


Don't  throw  away 
your  old  computer. 

r  Recycle  it! 

Trashed  computers  waste  natural  resources  and 
leak  toxic  chemicals  into  groundwater.  Your  old 
computer  can  be  reused  or  recycled. 


Drop  off  your  used  computor  at  the  following  convanlent  locations: 


Compu  Data 

22  Third  Street  (415)  495-3422 

CBE  Systems 

667  Clay  Street  (415)  956-5524 

Central  Computer  Systems 

837  Howard  Street  (415)  495-5888 

First  Computer 

170  Columbus  Ave.  (415)  981-6666 

HMR 

435  23rd  Street  (415)  647-6071 


This  FREE  program  is  available  to 
residents  and  small  businesses  and  is 
made  possible  by  the  participating 
computer  stores  and  recyclers. 


Brought  to  you  by  the 
Solid  Waste  Management  Program. 


sfrecycles.org 
(415)  554-3400 


Residents  Pack  WCC  for  Town  Hall  Meeting  and  Pan*,  Department  in  the  southeast 

From  Page  i  contacts  a  dispatcher  who  then  summons  section  of  San  Francisco  said  the  City  is  in 
with  any  other  specific  problems  or  ideas,  the  police.  But  Muni  is  currently  seeking  the  process  ofbuilding  a  new  clubhouse  at 
Muni  Improvements  funds  to  have  a  special  panic  button  VisitahonValleyPlaygroundtobeopened 
Workingclosery  with  Maxwell'sstaffto  installed  on  its  vehicles  that  will  summon  in  the  next  few  years.  When  completed, 
address  concerns  in  Visitacion  Valley  and  any  police  in  the  vicinity  of  the  vehicle  three  staff  members  will  be  assigned  to  the 
District  10  is  Sara  Procacci,  a  Muni  when  activated  by  the  driver.  racilitytonwnitorsafetyattheplayground. 
spokesperson,  said  questions  from  the  Procacci  also  described  Muni's  Transit  Three  explained  that  the  cafeteria  at 
neighborhood  mostly  reflected  on  service.  Assistance  Program,  one  of  several  adjacent  WES  is  currently  being  used  for 
security,  infc^mation,  and  an  abundance  of  programs  with  the  police  department  and  a  dairy  latchkey  program  for  up  to  40 
courteous  drivers.  the  community  which  engages  residents,  youth.  Staff  members  at  the  program 
Procacci  explained  that  Muni  would  be  youth  and  other  groups  that  may  need  to  periodically  walk  over  to  check  the 
adding  95  new  busses  to  their  fleet  -  just  have  their  anger  diffused.  playground.  He  also  said  Rec  and  Parks 
part  of  a  larger  order  of  about  400  new  Muni  recently  graduated  a  number  of  would  consider  using  portable  toilets 
busses  and  streetcars  to  start  rolling  on  San  new  drivers  who  are  required  to  attend  along  the  perimeter  of  the  playground  to 
Francisco  streets  -with  some  of  the  new  eight  hours  of  continuing  classroom  curb  the  current  unnation  problem, 
vehicles  immediately  going  into  service  in  education  and  about  20  hours  of  field  Police  in  the  Valley 
District  10.  "It's  the  largest  procurement  of  training  each  year.  Captain  Marsha  Ashe  of  Ingleside 
vehicles  Muni  has  had  in  about  25  years,"  Children,  Youth  and  Families  Station  sad  that  although  the  SFPD  has  24- 
said  Procacci,  Winna  Davis,  director  of  programs  and  hc^accesstoChinese  inteiTxetation,  police 
All  new  vehicles  coming  into  service  will  grants  tor  DCYF  explained  that  her  officers  are  not  always  able  to  provide  one- 
be  fitted  with  recording  cameras,  while  department  tund>clo^  on-one  interaction  that's  important  in 
furxiingatcity,  state  and  federal  levels  is  also  citywide  with  several  specifically  focused  developing  community  partnerships.  She 
being  sought  to  install  cameras  on  all  of  die  in  and  around  Visitacion  Valley,  including:  explained  that  the  department  would  I  ike  to 
older  vehicles.  Just  recently,  a  trial  camera  Visitacion  Valley  Community  Beacon  hire  more  bi  I  ingual  officers  that  could  better 
on  a  bus  recorded  a  skateboard  being  Center  and  its  ESL  program  at  the  middle  communicate  with  the  residents  they  serve 
wielded  as  a  deadry  weapon.  school.  Girl's  After  School  Academy  "Just  as  the  community  has  changed. 
In  addition  about  50  plainclothes  (GAS  A),  S.F.  Department  of  Public  we're  trying  to  change  the  department  as 
officers  are  assigned  to  Muni  and  a  Health's  Visitation  Valley  Neighrjorhood  well  to  be  more  reflective  of  the 
security  team  meets  with  the  police  Health  Collaborative,  and  the  Partially  commun  ity,' '  said  Ashe,  as  she  described  an 
department  the  Transit  Operators"  Union  Family  Connections  Reso^  SFPD's  cadet  program  for  college  students 
and  other  interested  ind  i  viduals  monthly  to  Partially  neighborhood.  that  pays  $12  an  hour  for  a  20-hour  week, 
discuss  security  issues.  "Essentially,  we  administer  the  "Many  of  our  best  officers  came  through 
When  a  security  problem  arises  on  a  Children's  Fund."  said  Davis,  who,  along  this  cadet  program,"  she  said.  SFPD  is 
Muni  vehicle,  the  operator  usually  with  program  officer  Artina  Lim,  currently  in  the  process  of  hirine. 

reminded  residents  that  through  Proposi-  Transit  Security 

tion  D,  part  of  their  property  taxes  have  Captain  Keith  Sanford,  responsible  for 

been  used  to  fund  services  and  better  deploying  officers  along  Muni  transit 


( 


From  the  DA's  Office 


Old  Republic  to  Pay 
City  and  State  for  Not 
Turning  Over  Dormant 
Bank  Balances 

In  a  precedent-setting  case  that  granted 
whistle-blower  status  to  the  city  of  San 
Francisco,  Superior  Court  Judge  Stuart  R. 
Pollak  on  June  1 1  ordered  Old  Republic 
Title  Company  (ORTQ  to  pay  the  city 
$15,136,158  for  violating  California's 
False  Claims  Act 

San  Franc  isco  District  Attorney  Terence 
Hal  I  man  and  City  Attorney  Louise  Renne 
represented  the  people  of  the  state  of 
California  in  the  case  against  ORTC  and 
its  parent  company,  Old  Republic 
International  of  Chicago. 

The  plaintiffs  alleged  that  since  at  least 
1970 ORTC  had  kept  as  income  millions  of 
dollars  in  funds  in  dormant  escrow  accounts 
that  should  have  been  transmitted  to  the 
CaJifbmiaSrateOjrTiroU^^ 
the  practice,  and  Judge  Pollak  issued  an 
ondercxxicrudingtiiatthetailureofORTCto 
"escheat"  the  millions  it  swept  into  income 
resulted  in  damages  of  $7,568,079. 

The  False  Claims  Act  calls  for  tripling  this 
amount,  which  raised  the  damages  to 
$22,704,237.  (ORTC  had  paid  $7,568,079 
shortly  after  being  sued  by  the  District  and 
City  Attorneys  in  1 998;  they  now  must  pay 
an  additional  $15, 136. 158.) 

Under  the  False  Claims  Act  the  whistle- 
blower  is  awarded  25  to  50  percent  of  the 
total  damages.  Thus  San  Francisco  has  a 
claim  to  between  $5,7  million  and  $1 1 .4 
million.  The  remainder  will  be  remitted  to 
the  State  Controller  San  Francisco  also  can 
seek  an  award  of  attorneys'  fees,  costs, 
expenses,  and  penalties  from  the  court. 

In  an  eariierphase ofthe  case,  J udge  Pollak 
ruled  that  certain  ORTC  business  practices 
involving  fees  charged  to  home  buyers  were 
illegal.  He  also  found  that  ORTC  violated  an 
InsuranceCode  provision  rnandatingthatall 
interest  earned  on  money  placed  in  escrow  is 
to  be  paid  over  to  the  persons  (usually  home 
buyers)  who  deposited  the  money.  ORTC 
had  been  sweeping  the  interest  from  those 
accounts  into  its  own  income  for  more  than 
a  decade.  Pollak's  previous  rulings  resulted 
in  awards  of  $1 1,553,912  to  consumers, 
$2,201,640  in  interest,  and  penalties  of 
$2,181314  against  ORTC  and  its  parent 
corporation.  Old  Republic  International  of 
Chicago. 

San  Fraixiscx)  may  seek  to  expand  today's 
mlingso  that  it  applies  to  the  other  remaining 
defendants  -the  parent  company  and  Old 
Republic's  president  and  CEO,  Aldo 
Zucaro.  The  city  will  also  seek  injunctive 
relief  to  assure  that  the  illegal  practice  not 
occur  again.  Finally,  the  attorneys  will  seek 
fees  for  their  years  of  work  on  the  case,  and 
the  costs  ofbringmg  the  suit 

District  Attorney  Hallinan  expressed 
satisfaction  with  the  award: '  "San  Francisco '  s 
treasury  benefits  and  consumers  benefit  as 
well"  he  said.  City  Attorney  Renne 
commented,  'The  credit  goes  to  the  lawyers 
who  have  worked  hard  on  this  lawsuit  for 
many  years."  Both  officials  said  that  close 
cooperation  between  their  offices  contrib- 
uted to  the  successful  action. 


address  the  needs  of  children  and  youth 
ages  0-1 7  since  1991. 
Visitation  Valley  Playground 

James  Three  -  better  known  as  J.T.  - 
assistant  superintendent  for  the  Recreation 


routes,  described  his  division  as  "a 
contingent  of  officers  responsible  for 
transit  lines  throughout  San  Francisco 
assigned  to  problematic  issues  and  areas 
the  public  deems  to  be  of  concern  " 


Visitacion  Valley  Community  Needs  and  Concerns 

Following  is  a  list  of  needs  and  concerns  of  programs  for  English  language  learners  and 

Visitaaon  Valley  residents  that  was  submitted  low  achieving  students 

to  Supervisor  Sophie  Maxwell's  Town  Hall  'Increase  music,  art,  and  sports  programs  that 

Meeting  by  cornmuruty  based  onjaruzadons  in  are  accessible  to  all  students 

the  neighborhood  and  friends  of  Visitaaon  Muni 

Valley,  including  Asian  Pacific  American  •Provide  punctual  and  additional  Muni  services 

Community  Center,  Boys  and  Guts  Clubs  of  that  are  safe  for  passengers  and  dnvers 

San  Francisco,  Bntton  Courts,  Chinese  fa  Department  of  Public  Works 


Affirmative  Action,  Coleman  Advocates,  FJ 
Dorado  Betterment  Council,  Geneva  Valley 
Development  Corporation.  Girls  After  School 
Academy,  Hawkins  Clinic  at  the  Village, 
Health  Realization  Institute,  Heritage  Homes, 
Intergroup  Clearinghouse,  San  Francisco 
SAFE.  Visitacion  Valley  Asian  Alliance, 
Visitaaon  Valley  Beacon  Centex,  Visitacion 
Valley  Community  Center,  Visitaaon  Valley 
Jobs  Education  and  Training,  Visitaaon  Valley 
Planning  Alliance,  Visitacion  Valley  Support 
Center  of  the  Family  Service  Agency,  and  Wu 
Yee  Children's  Services  The  overarching 
theme  is  a  need  for  multilingual,  multiracial,  and 
multiethnic  services  that  reflect  the  nch  diversity 
of  the  Visitaaon  Valley  community 
Recreation  and  Parks  Department 
•Increase  safety,  staff  and  programming  at 
Recreation  &  Park  sites,  such  as  Visitaaon 
Valley  Playground  and  Herz  Playground  that 
are  accessible  to  the  multiracial  and  multilingual 
community 

•Improve  maintenance  of  faoliDes  and  grounds 
at  McLaren  Park  KeUoch-Vdasco  Park  and 
Coffrnan  Pool 

Department  of  Children,  Youth 
and  Their  Families 

•Establish  after  school  academic  ennchment 


•Provide  more  street  steam  cleaning  and  trash 
pick  up  services. 

•Improve  communication  regarding  potential 
environmental  citations 
San  Francisco  Police  Department 
•Provide  bilingual  police  officers  that  are 
culturally  sensiuve  and  accessible  to  the 
community  * 

Department  of  Parking  and  Traffic 

•Increase  accessibility  to  DPT  concerning 
traffic  issues. 

•Monitor  school  and  bus  sites  for  safety  of 
youth  and  seniors  during  commute  hours 
San  Francisco  Planning  Department 
•Implement  neutral  neighborhood  planning 
process  for  Schlage  Lock 
Department  of  Public  Hearth 
•Conduct  health  studies  regarding  environ- 
mental impact  to  residents,  including  the  rates 
of  cancer,  asthma,  lead  poisoning  and  other 
illnesses 

Mayor's  Office  of 
Community  Development 

•Increase  job  training  opportunities  and 
placement  for  diverse  local  residents 
Mayor's  Office  of  Housing 
•Increase  affordable  housing  for  families 
an  seniors 


Visitation  ViKlltvj 
Cscmmunity  Cstnttr 

Funded  by  the  SJF.  Commission  on  the  Aging 

Open  365  Days  a  Year 
Lunch  Served  Every  Day 


Senior  Bingo 
Holiday  Celebrations 
Holiday  Crafts 
Senior  Council 
Day  Outings 
Overnight  Excursions 


Reno  Trips 
Sewing 
Blood  Pressure 
Ceramics 
Birthday  Parties 
Potlucks 


Sanford  said  cases  usually  concern 
narcotics,  grand  theft  pickpocket,  and 
traffic  enforcement,  and  called  for 
involvement  of  the  local  community.  He 
also  said  transit  police  beat  officers  are 
being  considered  for  certain  times  ofthe 
day  in  specific  areas. 
Operation  DREAM 

Sanford  introduced  Ll  Michael  Slade, 
director  of  the  non-profit  Operation 
DREAM  (Diverse  Response  to  Educa- 
tion. Activities  and  Mentorship)  which 
sponsors  needed  programs  and  activities 
for  youth  as  well  as  a  Christmas  toy 
program.  Slade  explained  the  program 
evolved  after  a  Housing  Task  Force  that 
patrolled  the  21  public  housing  develop- 
ments in  San  Francisco  wanted  to  do  more 
than  just  make  arrests  for  nuisance  crimes 
such  as  narcotics  and  gambling. 

"We  take  it  upon  ourselves  as  police 
officers  to  be  role  models  and  have  a 
relationship  with  kids  where  they  can  look 
to  us  for  help  in  areas  other  than  when 
they're  in  trouble,"  said  Slade. 

Operation  DREAM  has  a  self-esteem 
camp  for  50-60  youth  each  year  at  High 
Valley  Ranch  near  Clear  Lake  to 
concentrate  on  team-building  exercises 
and  find  common  characteristics  of  the 
panic  ipating  youth  -  sometimes  from  rival 
neighborhoods. 

"It  enables  them  to  diffuse  any  conflict 
they  have  later  on,"  explained  Slade,  who 
said  that  their  academic  performance  also 
benefits.  Operation  DREAM  can  be 
reached  at  (4 15) 671 -3 1 56. 
Fire  Safety 

SFFD  Battalion  Chief  Phil  Kelber.  one 
of  three  chiefs  in  charge  of  Battalion  1 0 
which  encompasses  a  good  portion  ofthe 
southeast  side  of  San  Francisco  spoke 
briefly  about  his  division  with  its  six 
engine  and  two  truck  companies. 

Mentioning  that  44  Engine  was  closest 
to  Visitation  Valley  at  Wilde  Avenue  and 
Girard  Avenue  with  43  Engine  located 
adjacent  to  Crocker  Amazon,  he  reminded 
residents  that  the  best  way  to  avoid  grass 
fires  is  simply  to  clear  away  all  dry 
vegetation  from  their  property.  Kelber  also 
cautioned  against  storing  any  type  of 
combustible  materials  near  a  gas  water 
heater. 

SFFD  is  also  accepting  applications 
from  prospective  new  firefighters. 
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Questions  and  Answers 

Various  department  representatives 
responded  to  questions  from  the  audience: 

Wliat  can  be  done  abort  RS  that 
illegally  park  along  Tunnel  Avemie? 

Captain  Ashes  responded  that  Tunnel 
Avenue  was  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Bayview 
Station  but  would  refer  the  matter  to 
Bayview  Captain  PJ  Jackson.  Ashes  said 
that  in  the  Ingleside  police  district,  the 
biggest  concern  of  R  S.  -  many  of  which 
park  in  the  Outer  Mission  and  along 
Alemany  Boulevard  is  the  trash  and  waste 
occupants  discard  on  the  street.  When  a 
complaint  is  received,  a  special  police  team 
is  dispatched  to  the  vehicle  to  both  educate 
its  occupants  and  enforce  the  law. 

O'Brien  of  DPT  also  added  that  if  an 
unoccupied  vehicle  is  not  moved  at  least  1  / 
1 0  of  a  mile  in  a  72-hour  period  when  cited 
after  a  complaint,  it  is  then  considered 
"abandoned"  and  subject  for  removal.  If 
any  part  of  the  vehicle  deemed  necessary 
for  operation  is  missing,  it  can  be  removed 
sooner.  She  also  said  that  DPT,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  SFPD,  does  regular 
sweeps  where  pre-tagged  abandoned 
autos  are  removed  from  the  street  if  the 
vehicle  has  an  expired  registration.  Up  to 
120  vehicles  in  one  day  have  been 
removed  during  these  sweeps. 

Are  foot  patrols  still  in  the  Valley? 

Captain  Ashe  said  that  more  officers  are 
making  rounds  in  radio  cars  although  foot 
patrols  are  still  conducted  dunng  the 
evening  along  Leland  Avenue  in  response 
to  requests  by  local  merchants. 

Wliat  could  be  done  to  attract  a  major 
supermarket  to  Visitation  Valley? 

Supervisor  Maxwell  answered  City 
funding  might  be  allocated  to  study 
the  possibility  of  luring  a  major 
retailer  to  the  area. 

Can  police  patrols  be  increased 
adjacent  to  the  7-11  store  on  Bayshore 
Boulevard  andArleta  Avenue? 

Captain  Ashe  explained  that  since 
December  2000,  the  SFPD  has  had  a  two- 
pronged  approach  -  both  plainclothes 
officers  working  undercover  and  regular 
uniformed  police  have  been  patrolling  the 
area  SFPD  is  also  considering  patrols  by 
uniformed  officers  during  morning  and 
evening  commute  hours. 

-compiled  by  Len  Appiano 


ST  JAMES  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

240  Leland  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94134 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Jerry  O.  Resus,  Minister 

Church  School  Classes:  9:15  a.m. 
Sunday  Worship  Service:  10:30  a.m. 
Wednesday  Bible  Study:  11:00  a.m. 

Friday  Bible  Fellowship:  7:30  p.m. 
Saturday  Choir  Rehersal:  10:00  a.m. 

You  arc  cordially  welcome  to  join  us  for  study,  worship, 
fellowship  and  service.  We  seek  to  teach  the  Bible  and  to 
Gft  up  Jesus  Christ  so  He  can  draw  all  persons  to  Himself. 

Come  to  Church  This  Week 


66  Ray  mond  Avenue  467-4499 
Pat  Crocker:  Director 


Visitacion  Valley  Dental  Office 
Albert  Kuan,  D.D.S. 


1 


10  Percent  Senior  Discount 

37  Leland  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 34 

Monday  thru  Friday:  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Saturday:  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Phone  239-5500  for  an  appointment 

Cantonese  Spoken 
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P0RT0LA  /  V1S1TAC10N  VALLEY  /  EXCELSIOR 

66  RAYMOND  AVENUE,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94134 
(415)  330-1789      (415)  330-8559  -  FAX 

If  you  know  or  need  any  assistance  of  the  following  services1  Housing.  Transportation.  Translation  and  Form  Aid. 
Food/Nutrition.  Mental  Health.  Elderly  Abuse.  Disabilities.  Legal  Aid.  In-Home  Support  Service,  Health  Services. 
Hearing.  Financial  Assistance.  Home-Delivered  Meals,  and  Social  Services,  please  call  us  so  we  can  help  you. 

The  2001  Homeowner  and  Renter  Assistance  Program  is  currently  active. 
The  filing  season  began  on  July  2  and  runs  through  October  15.  2001. 

The  Homeowner  and  Renter  Assistance  (HRA)  Volunteer  Program  provides  free,  easily  accessible  assistance 
to  individuals  (claimants]  who  need  help  in  preparing  their  homeowner  assistance,  renter  assistance  or  property 
tax  postponement  claim  forms.  Claimants  must  be  a  United  States  citizen  or  designated  alien  and  62  or  older. 

blind  or  disabled  and  have  a  total  household  income  of  $35,251  or  less. 

Senior  Central  District  #7  is  a  Volunteer  Site.  For  more  information  please  call  (415)  330-1789. 
We  are  located  at  50  Raymond  Ave  between  Bayshore  Boulevard  and  Alpha  Street. 


CAMERON-JONES 
REALTORS,®INC. 


Cathy  Kline  Saunders 

Lifetime  Senior  Marketing  Consultant 

Broker  Associate  FOT  Any  Of  YOUT 

Real  Estate  Needs 
Call  Me 
(415)  334-0800 
Extension  229 


2566  OCEAN  AVENUE  at  19th 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94132 


Visitacion  Valley  Police  Log 


♦May  26:  11:51  p.m.,  200  block  of 
Blythdale  Ave.,  burglary  of  apartment 
house,  forcible  entry. 

♦May  27:  8:30  p.m.,  Sunnydale  Ave. 
and  Hahn  St.  robbery  on  the  street, 
strong-arm. 

♦May  31:  1:50  am,  000  block  of 
Blythdale  Ave.,  aggravated  assault  with 

gun- 

♦May  31:  I  p.m.,  100  block  of  Leland 
Ave.,  burglary  of  residence,  unlawful 
entry. 

♦June  1:  9:30  am.,  1500  block  of 
Geneva  Ave.,  burglary  of  flat,  unlawful 
entry. 

♦June  1 :  5:45  p.m..  300  block  of  Leland 

Margin  of  Error  with  Rx? 

(MAPS)  According  to  a  recent  study, 
many  Americans  who  take  prescrip- 
tion medications  also  take  multiple 
non-prescription  drugs,  herbal  supple- 
ments and  vitamins. 

"The  potential  for  interactions  among 
these  drugs  can  pose  a  real  danger  to 
consumers,"  said  Henri  R.  Manasse, 
Jr..  Ph.D.,  Sc.D.,  president  of  the 
American  Society  of  Health-System 
Pharmacists  (ASHP),  the  organization 
that  released  the  study. 

To  ensure  you  take  your  medications 
safely.  ASHP  released  recommenda- 
tions that  include  the  following: 

♦Keep  a  list  of  all  drug  therapies, 
including  prescription  and  non-pre- 
scription drugs,  home  remedies  and 
medical  foods  and  show  it  to  your 
health  care  provider. 

♦Communicate  actual  self-medica- 
tion practices  to  health  care  providers, 
especially  if  how  the  medication  is 
taken  varies  from  the  originally 
prescribed  directions. 

♦Contact  a  health-system  pharmacist 
with  any  questions  regarding  treat- 
ments or  medications. 

♦Learn  the  names  of  prescribed  drug 
products  as  well  as  their  dosage 
strengths  and  schedules. 

♦Ask  if  there  are  certain  foods, 
beverages,  other  medicines  or  activi- 
ties that  should  be  avoided  while  taking 
a  prescribed  medication. 

♦ Request  any  written  information 
available  on  the  drug  product. 

♦Question  anything  that  is  unclear  or 
that  does  not  seem  right. 

♦Be  alert  to  unexpected  changes,  such  as 
receiving  a  prescription  refill  that  seems  to 
have  a  different  strength  or  appearance 
from  your  original  prescription. 
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reports  of  child  abuse  and  neglect  in  our  7.  Provide  jobs! 

state.  We  need  to  help  adults  provide  a  8.  Make  time  for  us! 

nurturing,  enriching  home.  Dr.  Bruce  9.  Work  with  us  in  partnership. 

Perry,  a  national  expert  on  the  impact  of  Have  fun  with  us  and  teach  us  what 

exposure  to  violence  on  children,  says  you  know. 

byCdifanuaAttonw&nMdMb*^  that  "providing  enriching  cognitive,  10.  P rovide  a  ^^3^^ 

'  Why  do  some  young  people  lead  emotional,  social  and  physical  expen-  that  are  safe,  playful  and  help  us  make  a 


Preventing  Youth  Violence 
Providing  the  Building 
Blocks  for  Positive 
Youth  Development 


productive  lives  and  others  turn  to  ences  in  childhood  could  transform  our 
crime  and  violence?  culture. 

The  Search  Institute  of  Minneapolis, 


difference. 

Let  us  all  do  our  part  to  give  kids  the 
daily  building  blocks  of  healthy 


For  years,  research  has  focused  on  The  Search  Institute  ot  Minneapolis,  uaiiy  ounumg  *****  «  «-«y 
hat  went  wrong  in  the  lives  of  youth  Minnesota  has  grouped  40  "develop-  development.  For  additional  mforma- 

re-  mental  assets,"  or  building  blocks,  that  tion,  please  write  my  Crime  and 


) 


Ave.,  grand  theft  from  building. 
♦June  5:  7:10  am,  1500  block  of 
Geneva  Ave.,  burglary  of  apartment 
house,  unlawful  entry. 
♦June  7: 1 1:20  am.  400  block  ofLeland 
Ave.,  burglary,  hot  prowl,  attempted 
forcible  entry. 

♦June  7: 8: 1 5  p.m..  000  block  of  Rey  St.. 
aggravated  assault  with  deadly  weapon. 
♦June  10:  12:30  am.,  Geneva  Ave.  and 
Santos  SL,  robbery  on  street,  strong-ami. 

♦June  1 1: 10:45  p.m.,  100  block  of  Cora  what 

St.,  robbery  on  street  with  dangerous  who  commit  crimes.  Today,  . 

weapon  searchers  are  looking  more  closely  at  help  young  people  grow  up  healthy.  Violence  Prevention  Center.  13001  St.. 

•June  13  8  30  p.m..  1800  block  of  what  *oes  right  in  the  lives  of  kids  caring  and  responsible.  In  addition  to  Sacramento,  CA  95814  

Sunnydale  Ave  .  grand  theft  from  locked  who   turn   away    from    criminal  family  support  and  positive  family  f  Grapevine  \Xfellt  Ads 

behavior.  communication,  these  "assets   include  ^  VJiap^rvn ^  wain.  «-^> 

♦June  14:  10:55  am.,  100  block  of  Rey  "Youth  violence  is  not  an  intrac-  supportive   relationships   with   other  VOLUNTEERS  WANTED  for  VVCC  After 

St  aggravated  assault  with  gun.  table  problem,"  according  to  the  adults,  a  caring  neighborhood  and  an  Schoo|  Program  to  tutor  children  ages  5-14  at 

♦June  16  7-15  am  Rutland  St.  and  recent  report  by  the  U.S.  Surgeon  encouraging  school  environment.  Par-  0neof  our  11  sites  in  the  Visitacion  Valley  area 

Arleta  Ave.,  robbery  on  the  street  strong-  General.  "Rather,  it  is  a  behavior  that  ticipating  in  a  religious  community,  interested  persons  contact  Dee  Smith,  WCC 

gjU,  we    can    understand,    treat    and  commitment  to  learning,  integrity  and  After  School  coordinator:  (415)  585-2059. 

♦June  16   11  10  am   000  block  of  prevent."                                   compassion  in  dealing  with  others  and  a  A  LITTLE  GOES  A  LONG  WAY.  The  John 

Leland  Ave    robbery  of  commercial  In  California,  our  Department  of  sense  of  purpose  -  all  contribute  to  McLaren  Child  Development  Center  seeks  m- 

establishment  strong-ami.  Justice  data  show  that  between  1 994  positive  development.  kind  donations  for  our  newly-created  lending 

thmelfrl  \\ 9  m ^200  block  ofPeabody  and  1999.  the  rate  of  juvenile  felony     Adults  play  a  major  role  in  guiding  library:  chidrens  books  and  rn^nes;  sm^l 

*^mL*V*****»-  arrests  decreased  32  percent,  and  for  youth  ,n  the  nght  direction.  "Teenwork  ^^^^ 

♦Ju-ne  17:  1:40  am..  .00  block  of  homicide,  fell  69  percent  -  a  major  2000  "a  major  effort  by  teenagers  ,n  our  ^^£^3 

Garrison  Ave.,  grand  theft  purse  snatch,  achievement.  Yet.  the  epidemic  of  state  to  reduce  substance  abuse,  recent  ly  all  conations  to  John  McLaren  Child 

♦June  21 :6:20  am.  3300  block  of  San  youth  violence  remains  a  concern,  issued  "The  Top  I  en  Inings  Youtn  Deve|opmen,  Center,  2055  Sunnydale 

Bruno  Ave.,  robbery  on  street  with  Nationally,  juvenile  confidential  re-  Need  From  Adults":  ^  Ave,  San  Franasco.CA  94134.  Call  4694519 

dangerous  weapon.  ports  reveal  that  a  disturbingly  high     1.  Get  to  know  us!   Don't  make  if  vou  wou|d  jjjg  for  us  to  pick-up  any  materials. 

♦June  23:  2:20  am..  200  block  of  proportion  of  young  people  have  judgments  based  on  first  impressions.      BEEN  THERE-DONE  THAT!  The  vstaoon  Valley 

Argonaut  Ave.  aggravated  assault  with  committed  physically  injurious  and     2.  Recognize  our  wisdom  and  treat  us  j0bs, Educaton arKjTraningProo^(acro^from 

l^jfe  potentially  lethal  acts.                    with  respect.  Trust  us  to  try  it  on  our  own.  ihesite  cllhereoenllydemolishedGenevaTawers) 

♦June  231115pm   200  block  of  What  are  the  building  blocks  that     3.  Believe  in  us  and  never,  ever,  give  up  is  accept  TANF  and  GA  dents  for  Ware  to 

Santos  SL,  robbery  on  street  with  help  steer  young  people  away  from  onus.  ^^i?^^ 

dangerous  weapon.  '  crime  and  in  a  positive  direction-         4  Provide  help,  support  and  guidance  ^^^^^^^ 

*W  24:  3:23  am..  800  block  of  Most  critical  is  a  loving  home,  w.th  patience  care  and  love.  ^S^Y0T^f™  S^ 

Rutland  St..  robbery  on  streeL  strong-  Tragically,  today,  the  most  dangerous     5.  Listen.  Value  youth  opinions  and  ^J^^^,^^J^T^ 

arm.  place  for  a  child  is  at  home.  The  feelings.  Be  our  advocate  and  ally 

♦June  24:  7:30  p.m..  Crocker  Amazon  number  of  children  in  foster  care 

Playground,  robbery,  bodily  force.  California  has  tripled  over  the  past 

National  Survey  Finds  that  Worry,  for  Some  People  is  Full-Time  Job 

(NAPS)  Imagine  holding  a  full-time  and  anxiety,  and  often  prevents  is  mat  effective  treatments  are  available, 

job  where  the  sole  responsibility  was  to  people  from  fully  enjoying  their  In  fact  the  medication  Paxil  was  just 

worry.  Imagine  this  worry  pervading  lives,"  said  Mary  Guardino.  execu-  approved  by  the  FDA  as  the  first  drug  in 

every  facet  of  your  life-at  work,  at  tive  director  of  Freedom  From  Fear, 

home,  the  time  you  spend  with  friends.  "We  hope  these  findings  will  help 

Imagine  this  worry  consuming  your  people  recognize  the  signs  and 


in  6  Be  positive  role  models.  Be 
1 5  trustworthy,  honest,  fair  and  dependable 


sufficiency.  Feel  comfortable  while  you're  trying 
to  sell  yourself  into  toda/s  labor  market  Contact 
Ann  or  Marv  at  (4 1 5)  239-2866  or  239-2877 
LOCAL  MUSICIANS  AND  PERFORMERS 
wanted  to  perform  during  Visitacion  Valley 
Neighborhood  Day  on  Sept.  22.  For  more 
information  please  call  Anna  at  749-3700  x3006 
GRAPEVINE  DISPLAY  ADVERTISING  now 
half  off  regular  rates  for  a  limited  time.  Full  Page 
its  class  to  treat  GAD.  For  more  $75, 1/2  Page  S40, 1/4  Page  $22.50;  1/8  Page 
information  about  GAD  or  to  receive  a  $12  50. 1/12  Page  $7  50  Discount  fa  three  or 
free  screening  by  a  mental  health  more  insertions  Call  (415)  467-9300  for  more 
thouehts  preventing  you  from  con'cen-  symptoms  of  GAD  and  motivate  professional,  call  Freedom  From  Fear's  details  IVanf  Ads:  20  words  for  $1.  Extra  line  50 
bating  and  causing  you  terrible  sleep  them  to  seek  professional  help  -  National  Anxiety  Disorders  Screening  cents  Ad  and  payment  should  be  received  by 
disturbances.  Sadly,  only  one-third  of  GAD  suf-  Project  hotline  at  (888)  442-2022  or  visit  mdma^^V^co^G^me. 

For  people  with  generalized  anxiety  ferers  seek  treatment.  The  good  news  www.freedomfromfear.org.  50  Kaymono  Ave,  ban  r-rancisco,  ia  w  \m. 

disorder  (GAD),  a  medical  illness,  this  is 
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I       San  Francisco  City  Meetings 

I  Aging  1  st  Wed 930a;  Airport  1  stGrd  Tu  3p;  Arts  1  st  Mon 
3p.  EArafon  2  ndMli  Tu  7p,  HeeJh  1sWrd  Tu  3p; 
I  Housng  Auth  2nd/4lh"rh4p.  Human  Rights  IstGrdTh 
1 430p.  UDray  1stTu  530p,  Ranting  Th  1 30p;  Poke 
Wed  530p,  Port  1st  TuGrcJ  Wed  430p,  Pubic  Utftes 
1 2rxi^Tu2p.Rec&Park3rdTh2p.Sc<^Servces4th 
|  Th  9a  Stalls  Women  4th  Th4p.  Supervisors  Mon  2p. 
.  Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center 
'  Mondays:  Sencr  Sropphg  1130  am,  Tuesdays 
|  Sena  Ceramcs  9:30  amA  pm;  Sencr  Bingo  1230 
1  pm,  Thursdays:  Sewing  Class 9 a.m-3  pm  USOA 
^FoodDstrt)ut)OflDay6la^ 

I  

1  San  Francisco  City  Services 

ABANDONED  CARS  781 -JUNK 

I  ANIMAL  CONTROL  554-6364 

|  BUS  SHELTER  DAMAGE   -8824949 

1  CrTYTT^ES(trimiring)  695-2162 

CRIME-STOPPERS(arioriymous)1-8CO-2GIVEINFO 

I  DOMESTIC/FAMILY  VIOLENCE  864-4722 

I  DPW....4oays)6952017,(nchtsV^^ 

I  EMERGENCY  SERVICES   9-1-1 

•  EMERGENCY  SERVICES  (aekphone)  5533)90 

|  GARBAGE  SERVICE  COMPLAINTS  2553610 

I  GRAFFITI  CLEANUP  (DPW)  241-WASH 

.  GRAFFm  SUSPECT  INFO  553-1603 
'  NGLESEE  STATION  4Aw^tX6333^433)  553-1603 
|  LELAND  AVEMJE  RESOURCE  CENTER.  5852675 
1  MAYORS  OFFICE  554-7111 

MAYORS  NEIGHBORHOOD  SERVICES..  554-6110 
I  NARCOTK57PLf£(anonyno^ 
I  PARKhJGAhDTRAFTXPRCflJEMS(DPT) -553-1200 
1  POLK£(rwKme«9ency)   5530123 

POTHOLE  REPAIR  6952100 

I  SAFE(naghtomoodwattigroups)  673-SAFE 

|  STREET  LIGHTING  CTTY  (out  oforderj   5540730 

■  STREET  LIGHTING  PG&E  (wood  petes)  6933201 

1  SUNNYDALE  RESOURCE  CENTER  586-7572 

I  TTWFIC  SIGNALS  (out  of  order)   550-2736 

j  TRAFFIC  ENGINEERING  554-2300 
.  WMS  ANNONYMOUS  HOTLINE  281-8406 


a  harsh  reality.  Affecting  more  than  10 
million  Americans,  GAD  is  character- 
ized by  chronic,  exaggerated  tension  and 
uncontrollable  worry. 

In  a  recent  national  survey  conducted 
by  Freedom  From  Fear,  a  national 
mental  illness  advocacy  association, 
people  with  GAD  worry  nearly  40 
hours  each  week,  the  equivalent  of  a 
full-time  job.  This  is  three  times  more 
than  people  without  the  illness.  The 
survey  of  more  than  1,200  people  also 
revealed  that  nearly  four  out  of  five 
people  with  GAD  are  extremely 
concerned  about  how  much  they  worry 
but  can't  control  the  worrying.  In 
addition,  the  people  with  GAD  polled 
are  nearly  three  times  more  likely  than 
the  general  public  to  have  difficulty 
sleeping  at  night  due  to  their  worry. 

"There  were  times  when  I  worried  so 
much  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 
concentrate  at  work  or  to  enjoy 
spending  time  alone  because  my 
anxieties  were  overwhelming.  I  wor- 
ried about  my  future,  my  retirement  and 
about  senseless  things,"  stated  Gail 
Verzwyvelt,  a  55  year  old  woman 
living  with  generalized  anxiety  disor- 
der for  three  years.  "Most  people  can 
wake  up  feeling  refreshed,  but  because 
my  worrying  kept  me  up  at  night,  I 
often  had  difficulty  functioning.  I  had 
uncontrollable  thoughts  and  worries 
about  my  health,  job,  family's  safety, 
etc.  that  ran  through  my  head  all  night." 

Nine  out  of  1 0  GAD  sufferers  polled 
reported  their  anxiety  significantly 
interfered  with  their  life,  nearly  twice 
that  of  the  general  public.  The  survey 
also  showed: 

*Nearly  80  percent  of  people  with 
GAD  worry  about  making  ends  meet 
financially,  even  when  there  isn't  a 
problem. 

*More  than  50  percent  of  GAD 
sufferers  report  their  worries  impact 
their  job.  This  is  more  than  twice  that  of 
the  general  public. 

*  Twice  as  many  people  with  GAD 
worry  about  their  health. 

*Three  out  of  five  GAD  sufferers 
indicated  their  worry  significantly 
impacts  their  social  life,  compared  to 
one-quarter  of  the  general  public. 

"This  survey  reinforces  that  GAD  is  a 
devastating  condition  that  encom- 
passes much  more  than  everyday  worry 
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415areacode  Call the  Grapevine  at  (41 5)  467-9300  Schwerin  St ,  587-7895 
AQUARIUMS  ELECTRICAL 
ASIAN  DISCUS  AQUARIUM,  130  Leland  Ave  ,  TATE  ELECTRIC  (Joel  Tate),  467-4657 
333-0772  FLORISTS 

AUTOMOTIVE  IL  FIORE  FLOWERS,  2466  San  Bruno  Ave. 

BAYSHOREAUTO.  2260  Bayshore  Blvd.,  467-6130  468-0145 

BAYSHORE  SERVICE  (mechanic)  2596  Bayshore  GARDEN  ORNAMENTS 

Blvd..  239-5239  SILVESTRI  GARDEN  ORNAMENTS,  2635  Bayshore 

CHARLIE'S  GARAGE  (Charlie  Awegh).  2550  Blvd., 239-5990 

Bayshore  Blvd.,  239-7450  GROCERS 

TW  AUTOMOTIVE  (mechanic).  2500  Bayshore  Blvd.,  E-ZSTOP  MARKET.  2203  Geneva  Ave. .  5859240 
5858281  FIVE  MILE  MARKET.  3574  San  Bruno  Ave, 

VALLEYAL/TOS TRUCK SUPPLY(BillConte), 2520  467-7300 


Bayshore  Blvd.  ,239-5380 
BANK 

BANKOF  AMERICA.  6  Leland  Ave,  6224501 
BAKERS 

CUNEO  BAKERY.  96  Leland  Ave..  2396090 
LITTLE  QUIAPO  BAKE  SHOP.  169  Leland  Ave., 
239-2253 
BARBERS 

DeMASI'S  BARBER  SHOP.  35  Leland  Ave. 
THE  SHOP(JB),  178  Leland  Ave .  2396709 
BEAUTICIANS 

ANGEL  COIFFURES,  5  Leland  Ave  ,  239-9891 
MAY  MAY  BEAUTY  SALON.  60  Leland  Ave., 
337-9381 

MIZRENA'S  SALON.  19  Blanken  Ave.,  467-3399 
NAILS  BY  JENNY.  50  Leland  Ave.,  333-6800 
WHO'S  BADD.  224  Leland  Ave ,  657-31 56 
BUND  CLEANING 

SPEEDY ULTPASONC  BUND  CLEANING  (commeraal 
and  residential),  1 1 1 6  Girard  St ,  467-7506 
BOARDING  HOUSE 

ABLE'S  CASA.  850  Rutland  St..  333-4664. 

(ax  333-4693 

BOOKKEEPER 

VERNA  WALLACE  EA,  2320  Bayshore  Blvd.. 

239-5333 

CARPETS 

HANSAN  INTERIORS,  41  Leland  Ave.,  3330382 
CASKETS 


K.C  MARKET,  400  Wilde  St,  467-3024 


DR.  SAM  HO.  MD,  9  Siiman  St  No.  4. 337-6135 
NORTHEASTMEDtCAL  SERVICES  LELANDAVENUE 
82  Letend  Ave  .  39 1-9686  (ask  for  Leland  Avenue  cfric) 
PORTOLA  FOOT&  ANKLE  CLINIC  (Dr.  Divyang 
Patel)  2858  San  Bruno  Ave.  467-7500 
NOTARY 

ROYALPACIFC  MORTGAGE  &  REALTY^  LetandAve, 
3334900 

ORGANIZATIONS 

ASIAN  PACIFIC  AMERICAN  COMMUNITY 
CENTER.  2442  Bayshore  Blvd..  587-2689 
GENEVA  TERRACE  PROPERTY  OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION,  60  Burr  Ave  .  584-2700 
GIRLSAFTERSCHOOL  ACADEMY.  2050  Sunnydale 


LITTLE  VILLAGE  MARKET,  1450  Sunnydale  Ave  ,  333 Schwerin  St.  584-4044 

Ave,  586-1815  jT>^W/^SEAIDRCevJER590Le^Ave,239O233 

M5MSHORTSTOP.  2145Geneva  Ave.,  5850878  LELAND  HOUSE,  141  Leland  Ave.,  4052000 

P/CCaOPETE(del),2155BayshoreBlvd., 4680800  SBJ0R(HMW3ISlRXJ7&P3fiKr^mm 


SARI-SARI  FOOD  STORE,  58  Leland  Ave ,  2390530 
7-11. 2200  Bayshore  Blvd..  4680646 
SHUN  LEE  MARKET.  2400  Bayshore  Blvd.. 
586-4851 

SMITTY'S  MARKET.  2610  Bayshore  Blvd  , 
239-5506 

SUPER  FAIR  MARKET.  201  Leland  Ave.,  2390856 

TEDDYS  MARKET.  298  Teddy  Ave 

VALLEY  SUPER  MARKET,  65  Leland  Ave.. 

239-7520 

HERBS 

KWOK  HONG  CHINESE  HERBS,  57  Leland  Ave , 
5850751 

SAN  ON  HERBS,  33-A  Leland  Ave  333-7469 
HYPNOTHERAPY 

VALERIE  HABEGGER-HYPNOTHERAPY,  371 

Teddy  Ave  ,  468-5631 

INSURANCE 

ROBERT  LEHMAN,  CLTC,  CMFC,  3330850 

LAUNDRY/CLEANERS 

BAY  WASH,  44  Leland  Ave 

CITY  WASH  INTERNATIONAL,  83  Leland  Ave  , 

333-9467 

COIN  WASH  &  DRY  LAUNDRY.  186  Leland  Ave 


VISITACION  VALLEY  SENIOR  CENTER.  66 
Raymond  Ave.,  467-4499 
PHARMACY 

vmaON\m£yPHAPMACY.  1C0LebndAve^395311 
PHOTOGRAPHER 

WALTERCORBINPHOTOGRAPHY{fi&ejance)A35 
Sawyer  St,  587-9471 .  fax  3370620 
PLUMBING 

MARK  VOELKER  PLUMBING.  99  Arleta  Ave ,  467-740 1 
POST  OFFICE 

VISITACION  USPO.G8  Leland  Ave.,  (800)  2750777 
REAL  ESTATE 

CAMERONJONES  INC  (CatyKfrBOanteB),334O800 
HENRY  SCHINDEL  2390850 
RESTAURANTS 

CUFF'S  BARBECUE,  21 77  Bayshore  Blvd.  3300736 
GSL8A^H?Y<SRES7AL«AVr,196L£fe^ve, 2390283 
HONG  YUNRESTA(;RArVr,73LelandAve,4690686 
SUN  FAI  RESTAURANT.  30  Leland  Ave.,  587-2763 
LUAN  FAT  BAKERY,  110  Leland  Ave  ,  5851167 
RUSSIA  HOUSE.  2011  Bayshore  Blvd.,  4670252 
SHIRKS  SOUL  FOOD,  107  Leland  Ave..  239014 1 
TWO  JACKS  RESTAURANT  (seafood  and  burgers), 
167  Leland  Ave  ,  3370433 


Cell  722-8500 
CHURCHES 

CHURCHOF  THE  VISITACION,  655  SunnydaleAve., 
239-5950 

IGLESIA  EL  ESPIRITU  SANTO,  38  Leland  Ave. 
KOREAN  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  333 
Tunnel  Ave.,  468-1213 


Ave,  2390418 

LELAND  AVENUE  CLEANERS.  151  Leland  Ave . 
586-1412 

VALLEY  LAUNDRY,  90  Leland  Ave 

VISITACION  VALLEY  LAUNDRY,  108  Leland  Ave., 

239-9030 

LEARNING 


CASKETORIUM,  INC.  93  Leland  Ave.,  585-3451 .  FORTY-NINER  CLEANERS  (David  Chan),  5 1  Leland  SELF-DEVELOPMENT 

DYNAMIC  DEVELOPMENTS  (Marpne  Arm  Wfams. 
(^O.Ca^^Se#£rtm£fTiefiBSpecafet) 467-7608 
SERVICE  PROVIDERS 
THE  VILLAGE.  333  Sdiwenn  St,  239-5045 
vmCCN\ALLEYBLN3LHJ31XMyiSim 
SBM£S«7R4f#^(V^ESS7)i120Le&tlA^586^ 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  CENTER.  50 
RIDGE  VIEW  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  590  3-N-1  LEARNING  ACADEMY.  240  Leland  Ave  ,  RaymondAve, 4670400 
Leland  Ave  ,  2395457  5840555  VmCW\WEYJCeSHXXXT10NANDTRAi*G 

S T  JAMES PRESB YTERIA N CHURCH,  240 Leland  VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  BEACON  (WJET), 333 Scrwem a 2392866 
Ave  ,  5860381  CENTER.  450  Raymond  Ave ,  452-4907  SHOE  REPAIR 

VALLEY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  305  Raymond  Ave.,  VISITACION  VALLEY  FAMILY  SCHOOL,  325  Leland  ARMANMSSHOEREPAIR(AnrmtoRosQn\Kk)), 

Ave ,  5859320  156A  Leland  Ave ,  239-7216 

LIBRARY  SIGNS 

VISITACK)NVALLEYBRANCH,4SL^A*>.2mZ70  SMITHS  SIGNS,  153  Leland  Ave.,  333-2700 
LODGING 

THRIFTLODGE.  2011  Bayshore  Blvd..  4670811 
MANUFACTURER 

NATIONWIDE  PAPER.  345  Schwenn  St,  586-9160 


4670055 

vmCK^CHNESEBAPTSTCWRCH.bDssratSL. 

3334503 

CLOTHING 

SPONA.  9  Leland  Ave  ,  239-9631 
DAY  CARE 

CAROUSEL  DAYCARE.  261  Hahn  St,  469-5353 


TAVERN 

THE  CLUB  HOUSE,  25  Blanken  Ave. 
VIDEO 

SIN  FUNG  VIDEO,  144  Leland  Ave ,  586-1038 
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Match  clues  to  answers. 
2000 

1.  Forum  attended  by  more  than  150 
countries  at  United  Nations  on  Sept  6. 

2.  He  won  the  Indianapolis  500  race  on 
May  28. 

3.  Became  president  of  Russia  on  May. 
7. 

4.  They  replaced  their  national  currency 
on  Mar.  9  with  the  U.S.  dollar. 

5.  Eventually  won  the  President's  office 
in  December. 

6.  Nominated  for  President  by  Demo- 
crats on  Aug.  16. 

7.  Huge  company  merger  with  America 
Online  on  Jan  10. 

8.  Super  Bowl  champs  on  Jan.  30. 

9.  Russia  captured  capital  of.  its 
rebellious  republic  on  Feb.  6. 

10.  Best  Movie  at  Academy  Awards  on 
Mar.  26. 

11.  Massive  tire  recall  announced  on 
Aug.  9. 

12.  More  than  530  members  of  religious 
sect  found  dead  on  Mar.  1 7. 

13.  NCAA  basketball  Title  winners  on 
Apr.  3. 

14.  World  Series  winners  on  Oct  26. 

15.  Elected  president  of  Chile  on  Jan.  17. 

16.  Found  guilty  of  violating  Sherman 
Antitrust  Act  on  Apr.  3. 

1 7.  They  won  the  NHL  Stanley  Cup  on 
June  10. 

1 8.  Winners  of  the  NBA  title  on  June  1 9. 

A.  Uganda 

B.  St  Louis  Rams 

C.  American  Beauty 

D.  Juan  Montoya 
E  Time  Warner 

F.  Ricardo  Lagos  Escobar 

G.  New  Jersey  Devils 

H.  George  W.  Bush 
L  Microsoft 

J.  Los  Angeles  Lakers 


•The  safety  pin  was  invented  by 
Walter  Hunt  of  New  York  City  in 
1849.  He  sold  his  patent  rights  for 
$100. 

•The  first  optical  fibers  were 
produced  by  Narinder  Kapary  of 
London  in  1955. 

•The  first  trans-Atlantic  radio-tele- 
phone call  was  made  in  1915. 

•The  day  was  first  divided  into  24 
equal  parts  that  remain  constant  - 
regardless  of  the  season  or  position 
on  the  globe  -  in  1  330.  This  system 
was  created  by  monks  who  needed 
to  know  what  time  to  start  their 
morning  prayers. 

•The  microphone  and  public 
address  system  were  both  invented 
by  French  engineer  Clement  Ader. 

•The  curved  piping  under  sinks  is 
called  a  P-trap. 

♦When  faucets  were  originally 
created,  there  was  no  hot  water 
faucet.  Cold  water  spigots  were 
placed  on  the  right  of  the  basin 
since  most  people  are  right-handed. 

•Refractory  bricks  can  withstand 
temperatures  between  2000  and  4000 
degrees  Fahrenheit. 

♦In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams 
attended  the  first  swimming  school 
established  in  the  United  States. 

•Some  believe  that  an  emerald  will 
calm  storms  at  sea. 

•The  orange  is  actually  a  type  of 
berry. 

•Most  animals  walk  and  run  on  their 
toes  but  a  bear  puts  its  whole  foot 
firmly  on  the  ground  with  each  step. 
That  may  be  why  it  seems  to  be 
dragging  its  feet. 

•The  first  horse  to  win  racing's  triple 
crown  was  Sir  Barton  in  1919.  The 
triple  crown  consists  of  the  Kentucky 
Derby,  the  Preakness  and  the 
Belmont  Stakes. 

♦From  196  to  1988.  the  Emmy  for 
Best  Actress  in  a  Comedy  went  to  a 
cast  member  of  The  Golden  Girls 
(Betty  White,  Rue  McClanahan  and 
Beatrice  Arthur). 
•Hold  a  garage  sale  the  first  weekend 
of  the  month  because  people  who  get 
paid  monthly  will  have  more  money  to 
spend  then. 

♦In  the  early  1800s,  spoons  were 
sometimes  made  of  a  material  called 
nickel  silver.  It  was  two  parts  copper, 
one  part  nickel  and  one  part  zinc  fused 
together. 

♦In  some  parts  of  Germany,  chestnuts 


K.  Michigan  State 
L.  Al  Gore 
M.  Chechnya 
N.  Firestone 
O.  New  York  Yankees 
P.  Millennium  Summit 
Q.  Vladimir  Putin 
R.  Ecuador 

f-81  -0-Z.l  -I-9I  -d-Sl  -O-frl 
^M-ei  -V-31  -N-l  I  O-01  >J-6  -8-8  -1'L  were  earned  in  the  back  pocket  as  a 
-H-£  ^-f  •<>£  'Q-Z  -d"  I  :su3Msuy  charm  against  backache. 

♦What  may  be  the  oldest  continu- 
ously inhabited  town  in  the  United 
States  is  an  Acoma  Indian  village  in 
New  Mexico  that  probably  dates  from 
the  1300s. 
•The  first  system  of  mathematics 
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Match  quotes  to  speakers 

1 .  "Culture  is  not  life  in  its  entirety,  but 
just  the moment  of  security,  strength  and  was  developed  by  Euclid  around 

c,antv 300  B.C.,  but  the  concept  of  "zero" 

2.  'Trust  everybody,  but  cut  the  cards."  djdn-t  arjse  for  anomer  900  years. 

3.  "As  soon  as  you  trust  yourself,  you  »Tne  f|rst  orchestra  in  America  was 
will  know  how  to  live  "  founded  m  Boston  in  ,  8 , 0 

4.  "The  role  of  the  writer  is  not  to  say  ♦The  word  dock  derjves  from  the 
what  we  can  say,  but  what  we  are  unable  Latjn  word  chca  which  means 
to  say."  bell 

5.  "Worry  often  gives  a  small  thing  a  big 
shadow." 

6.  "Pay  attention  to  your  enemies,  for 
they  are  the  first  to  discover  your 
mistakes." 

7.  "The  past  is  but  the  beginning  of  a 
beginning." 


Five  Years  Ago 
In  the  Grapevine 


AUGUST  1996 

♦Norcal   spent   several  months 

8.  "As  a  rule,  what  is  out  of  sight  disturbs  addressing  problems  reported  by 
men's  minds  more  seriously  than  what  Little  Hollywood  and  Visitacion 
they  see."  Valley  neighbors  such  as  noise, 

9.  "Life  is  painting  a  picture,  not  doing  a  odor.  dust,  erosion  and  hungry 


sum. 

A.  Peb  Jackson 

B.  Goethe 

C.  Antisthenes 

D.  Jose  Ortega  y  Gasset 

E.  Anais  Nin 

F.  H.G.  Wells 

G.  Finley  Peter  Dunne 

H.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  Jr. 

I.  Julius  Caesar 
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birds  generated  by  its  waste  facility 
on  Tunnel  Avenue. 
♦Renovation  to  a  storefront  at  82 
Leland  Ave.  began  for  a  new  medical 
clinic  to  be  opened  in  the  fall. 
♦ESL    classes,    recreational  and 
athletic  activities,  environmental  pro- 
grams   and    community  outreach 
comprised  the  programming  for  the 
u-e.  'i  o  *j  /   new  Visitacion  Valley  Community 
Beacon  Center. 

♦Visitacion  Valley  Task  Force 
members  voted  to  establish  a  special 
Communication  and  Transportation 
Committee  at  their  regular  monthly 
meeting. 

♦St.  James  Presbyterian  Church  had 
guest  speakers  at  four  Sunday  services 
during  June. 

♦Seven  students  in  a  children's 
painting  class  at  Visitacion  Valley 
Community  Center  received  an  award 
for  participating  in  an  art  exhibition. 


Volunteers  and  Students  Team  Up 
On  Mural  Project  at  El  Dorado 


arc  J 

Ms.  Martinez '  kindergarten  class  at  El  Dorado  Elementary  School 
showed  off  their  artistic  accomplishment. 

by  Anna  Chow,  value  and  creative  expression  all  set 

San  Francisco  School  Volunteers  within  a  context  of  this  school  and 

On  Wednesday,  July  1 1 .  a  transfor-  this  community,"  said  Melissa  Breach, 

mation  took  place  at  the  entrance  to  El  Director  of  the  Allies  for  Art  program 

Dorado  Elementary.  Twenty  volun-  at  San  Francisco  School  Volunteers, 

leers  and  37  kindergarten  students  After  the  mural  was  complete,  Ms. 

created  a  vibrant  new  mural  celebrat-  Martinez  talked  to  her  students  about 

ing  the  hopes  and  dreams  of  students  at  the  mural.  "You  added  something  to 

the  school.  the  community  and  they  are  going  to 

The  project  was  a  collaboration  see  the  representation  of  what  you 

between  Wall  to  Wall  and  the  San  want   to   be.    You   should  give 

Francisco  School  Volunteers'  Allies  yourselves  a  round  of  applause.  I'mso 

for  Art  program.  Wall  to  Wall,  a  proud  of  you!" 


volunteer-based  community  mural 
organization,  worked  closely  with 
Ms.  Marisa  Martinez,  a  kindergarten 
teacher  at  El  Dorado,  to  determine  the 
theme  for  the  mural.  They  decided  to 


Artists,  plumbers,  accountants  and  execu- 
tives all  have  what  our  schoolchildren  need 
-  the  eyes,  ears  and  hearts  of  adults  who 
care  about  their  future  To  find  out  how  you 
can  get  involved  in  supporting  the  success  of 
students  in  Visitacion  Valley .  please  call 


children  through  informed  community, 
business  and  family  involvement 


have  the  kindergarten  students  create  Ama  chow  al  (4i5)  749-3/00  extension 
watercolor  drawings  depicting  their  3006  or  refer  to  www  sfsv  org  San 
future  hopes,  dreams  and  aspirations.  Francisco  School  Volunteers  is  38 year-old 
"As  teachers,  we  have  a  responsibil-  non-profit  whose  mission  is  to  create 
ity  to  our  students  to  show  them  that  excellence  in  public  education  for  all  our 
they  play  a  positive  role  in  the 
community  --  no  matter  what  age," 
Martinez  explained. 

Once  the  young  artists  completed 
their  work,  the  volunteers  from  Wall 
to  Wall  took  the  drawings  to  compile 
the  design.  The  students'  work  was 
scanned  into  a  computer  and  incorpo- 
rated into  the  overall  design.  All 
students  from  Ms.  Martinez'  class  got 
an  opportunity  to  paint  a  portion  of  the 
mural.  "It  meant  a  lot  to  have  the 
students  have  ownership  of  the 
mural,"  said  Eva  Allen,  principal  of 
El  Dorado  Elementary  "Taking  part 
in  something  like  this  gives  the 
students  a  sense  of  pride  about  where 
they  go  to  school." 

Golnar  Casey,  a  coordinator  for  the 
project  and  a  Montessori  teacher, 
wanted  to  design  a  project  where 

friends  could  work  together  for  a  day 

while  making  a  contribution  to  the 

community.  She  started  talking  to 

friends  and  came  up  with  the  idea  to  do 

a  community  mural.  They  launched 

Wall  to  Wall  with  the  mission  to 

empower  students  to  beautify  their 

own  environment  through  art. 
"What's    most    inspiring,"  said 

Casey,  "is  that  any  group  of  people 

with  commitment  can  create  a  project 

like  this.  You  don't  have  to  be  the  right 

person  with  the  right  organization  to  do 

something.  Anyone  can  do  it!" 
"I  hope  this  mural  stays  up  until 

these  kids  graduate  from  high  school 

so  they  can  see  where  they  came 

from"  said  Jacob  Maraya,  a  coordina- 
tor for  the  project  and  an  art  director  at 

Publicis&  Hal  Riley. 
Wall  to  Wall  is  hoping  to  collaborate 

with  San  Francisco  School  Volunteers 

to  do  more  projects  like  this  in  the 

future.  "Wall  to  Wall  did  much  more 

than  to  provide  students  with  a  fun 

activity.  They  provided  them  expo- 
sure to  artistic  perception,  aesthetic 


Excerpts  of  the  following  poem  appear 
in  the  mural  at  F.l  Dorado  Elementary 

Children  Learn 
What  They  Live 

If  children  live  with  criticism,  they 
learn  to  condemn. 

If  children  live  with  hostility,  they 
learn  to  fight. 

If  children  live  with  fear,  they  learn 
to  be  apprehensive. 

If  children  live  with  pity,  they  learn 
to  feel  sorry  for  themselves. 

If  children  live  with  ridicule,  they 
learn  to  feel  shy. 

If  children  live  with  jealousy,  they 
learn  to  feel  envy. 

If  children  live  with  shame,  they 
learn  to  feel  guilty. 

If  children  live  with  encouragement, 
they  learn  confidence. 

If  children  live  with  tolerance,  they 
leam  patience. 

If  children  live  with  praise,  they 
leam  appreciation. 

If  children  live  with  acceptance, 
they  leam  to  love. 

If  children  live  with  approval,  they 
leam  to  like  themselves. 

If  children  live  with  recognition, 
they  leam  it  is  good  to  have  a  goal. 

If  children  live  with  sharing,  they 
leam  generosity. 

If  children  live  with  honesty,  they 
leam  truthfulness. 

If  children  live  with  fairness,  they 
leam  justice. 

If  children  live  with  kindness  and 
consideration,  they  leam  respect. 

If  children  live  with  security,  they 
leam  to  have  faith  in  themselves 
and  in  those  about  them. 

If  children  live  with  friendliness. 

they  leam  die  works  is  a  nice  place 

in  which  to  live. 

-Dorothy  Law  Nolte 


Saturdays  are  Special  at  Randall  Museum 


The  Randall  Museum  offers  drop-in. 
hands-on  art  and  science  workshops 
every  Saturday  from  I  to  4  p.m.  at  199 
Museum  Way  (off  Roosevelt,  above 
the  Castro). 

All  ages  are  welcome;  under  8  must  be 
accompanied  by  an  adult.  Museum 
admission  is  free  with  $3  per  person 
workshop  fee  (except  where  noted).  Call 
554-9600  for  further  information 

•Aug.  4:  Explore  the  wonderful 
world  of  plants  and  make  a  plant 
rubbing. 

*Aug.  11:  Use  animal  stamps  and 
foot  prints  to  decorate  unfolding 


original  books. 

*Aug.  18:  Discover  the  microscope 
world  and  draw  what  you  see  1 00  times 
bigger. 

*Aug.  25:  Paste  up  pictures  and 
pieces  of  paper,  then  paint  and  draw  on 
your  creation  to  make  a  color  picture 
collage. 

Other  regular  Saturday  activities 
include: 

*Golden  Gate  Model  Railroad 
Exhibit  from  1 1  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

*Meet  the  Animals  from  11:15  a.m. 
to  12  noon. 

*  Animal  Feeding  at  12  noon. 


15TH  ANNIVERSARY  HISTORICAL  SUPPLEMENT  Visitation  Valley  Community  Center 

Was  Founded  by  Florence  Friedman 

Recognizing  an  obvious  need  for  a  north  side  of  Raymond  Avenue, 

permanent  gathering  place  where  her  Architect  Dorothy  Wormser  donated  a 

fellow  residents  could  assemble,  Florence  set  of  plans  to  the  community  calling  for 

Friedman  helped  establish  the  Visitacion  construct ionofanewcomp lex onasite 75- 
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Everybody  Around  the  Valley  Loved  a  Parade 


With  streetcar  tracks  to  guide  them,  students  and  faculty  from  Visitacion  Valley  School  (top)  marched  the 
same  proud  steps  on  a  holiday  from  the  past  followed  by  some  of  the  neighborhood's  sporting  youth. 


Valley  Community  Center  which  today 
remains  an  eminent  institution  in  what  has 
been  affectionately  known  as  the  "valley 
of  the  good  neighbor." 

Visitacion  Valley  was  little  but  a  rural 
village  when  the  22-year-old  Miss 
Friedman  arrived  in  1 909  to  teach  all  eight 
grades  on  a  rotation  basis  at  Visitacion 
Valley  Llementary  School. 

"  The  Val  ley  had  noth  ing  but  h  i  I  Is,  a  one- 
way street  and  wooden  planks  for 
sidewalks,"  she  later  said  of  the  area  she 
had  grown  to  love. 

"It  took  an  hour-and-a-half  to  get  to 
the  Center  from  downtown.  We  called 
the  two  dinkies  the  molasses  special. 
You  had  plenty  of  time  to  get  acquainted 
with  your  neighbors  while  you  waited 
for  them  at  the  end  of  the  line." 

When  the  United 
States  entered  the  First 
World  War  in  1917, 
the  Army  took  over  the 
nearby  Southern  Pa- 
cific Railroad  yard 
encamping  troops  to  be 
readied  for  battle 

With  a  modest  gov- 
ernment allotment  of 
10  dollars  a  month. 
Miss  Friedman  volun-  MissFnedman 
teered  her  services  as  director  of  the  War 
Camp  Community  Service  Center, 
settling  up  facilitieson  March  14. 191 8  in 
a  small  wooden  building  still  standing  at 


How  Some  of  the  Streets  in  Visitacion  Valley  Were  Named 


Visitacion  Valley  is  a  compact 
community  comprised  of  many  streets, 
alleys  and  cul-de-sacs.  Almost  every- 
body living  in  the  neighborhood  knows 
where  these  various  roads  are  located, 
but  not  many  residents  are  aware  of  how 
their  streets  were  named. 

Visitacion  Avenue,  for  example,  is 
named  after  the  Val  ley  to  commemorate 
the  appearance  of  the  Virgin  Mary  to 
Saint  Elizabeth.  Visitacion  Valley  was 
originally  a  land  tract  granted  to  Jacob  P. 
Lesse  in  1839  for  the  construction  of 
houses. 

Bayshore  Boulevard  simply  signi- 
fies that  the  shore  of  San  Francisco  Bay 
once  reached  the  location  of  this 
thoroughfare. 

Geneva  Avenue  was  named  for  a  city 
in  New  York  which  had  been  named  for 
a  popular  Swiss  city. 


Burr  Avenue  was  named  for  Mayor 
Ephram  Burr  whose  administraiton 
consol  idated  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco  in  the  mid- 1 850s. 

Garrison  Avenue  is  named  for  San 
Francisco's  second  and  fourth  mayor, 
Cornelius  Garrison,  elected  to  his  first 
term  a  mere  six  months  upon  arriving  on 
the  West  Coast- 
Argonaut  Avenue  was  named  for  the 
Argonauts,  early  San  Francisco  settlers 
who  battled  deplorable  living  condi- 
tions while  searching  for  gold. 

Alpha  and  Delta  streets  respectively 
denote  the  first  and  fourth  letters  of  the 
Greek  alphabet. 

Calgary  Street  represents  the  Cana- 
dian city  named  after  the  Gaelic  word 
for  "clean  running  water " 

Castillo  Street  simply  means  "little 
castle"  in  Spanish. 


by-100  feet  As  described  by  Miss 
Friedman's  published  report  announcing 
an  eventful  Sunday  afternoon  ground- 
breaking scheduled  for  April  23.  1922, 
"The  plans  call  for  a  50-foot  frontage  on 
Raymond  Avenue  which  includes  the 
club  room  library,  and  club  or  meeting 
room.  The  domestic  science  room,  clinic, 
office  and  main  entrance  and  lobby  face  an 
i  n  tenor  court.  The  gymnasium  and  audito- 
rium combined  Ls  75-by-35  feet" 

Miss  Friedman's  report  also  stressed 
that  the  new  building's  central  section 
would  be  two  stories  high,  containing 
modest  living  quarters  for  resident  center 
workers. 

More  than  200  local  workers  labored 
tediously  on  Sundays  and  holidays  to 
make  the  new  center  a  reality.  Generous 
local  contractors  and  residents  donated 
building  materials  and  equipment 

Located  at  66  Raymond  Ave.,  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center  was 
official  hy  incorporated  in  1922  with 
charter  membership  in  the  San  Francisco 
Comm  un  ity  Chest,  later  to  become  United 
Way  in  the  Bay  Area 

Stressed  M.A.  Nolan,  then  principal  of 
the  elementary  school,  "Eyes  yet  unborn 
will  thank  the  elders  for  the  community 
center.  How  we  ever  I  ived  without  it  we  do 
not  really  know." 

With  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Adelaide 
Brown,  Miss  Friedman  organized  the  first 
municipal  well-bab>  clinic  provided  by 


101  Raymond  Ave.  at  the  comer  of  the  Department  of  Public  Health.  New 


Alpha  Street.  It's  fireplace  had  been 
constructed  b\  Valley  residents  from 
used  bricks,  and  the  building  was 
elaborately  decorated  with  wild  flowers. 

Neighboring  families  gathered  at  the 
once-abandoned  building  throughout  the 
war'sduration  to  hold  pot  luck  dinners  and 
social  engagements  for  the  soldiers  in  a 
forerunner  of  what  would  eventually 
develop  into  the  USO. 

With  the  signing  of  the  armistice  in 


classes  were  also  added  at  the  center  to 
instruct  Valley  residents  in  cooking,  home 
economics,  woodshop.  millinery,  sewing 
and  physical  education. 

Increased  development  of  the  sur- 
rounding properties  in  the  1930s  again 
encouraged  the  community  center's 
expansion.  In  1 938.  a  set  of  blueprints 
was  finalized  for  the  construction  of  a 
two-story  building  at  50  Raymond 
Ave.  to  house  a  ballroom,  classrooms 


November.  1 91 8  came  a  termination  of  and  administrative  ofTices  when  corn- 
government  funds,  but  the  San  pleted  in  1 94 1 . 
Francisco  Aquatic  Park  Recreation  Miss  Friedman  retired  in  1959  after  41 
I  .eague  soon  agreed  to  sponsor  the  years  of  continual  service  as  WCC's 
center's  continuance  with  contribu-  executive  director,  moving  a  few  blocks 
tions  from  individual  donors.  away  to  Peabody  Street  after  decades  of 
Miss  Friedman  had  looked  to  the  San  residence  in  the  Center's  upstairs  quarters. 
Bruno  Community  Center  and  Telegraph  "1  just  couldn't  live  any  place  else."  she 
Hill  Center  as  models  for  the  new  Valley  once  told  a  newspaper  reporter  of  her 
center  she  was  about  to  convince  them  was  passion  for  Visitacion  Valley, 
a  necessity.  Miss  Friedman  remained  active  in 
Growing  interest  in  the  activities  at  the  Valley  affairs  until  a  1 98 1  hip  injury 
quaint  but  cramped  storefront  quarters  at  necessitated  her  moving  to  the  Jewish 
Alr^aStreetmadeexpansioneminentand  Home  on  Silver  Avenue  where  she 
she  soon  acquired  a  spacious  site  on  the  lived  to  be  95 


Kennel  dairy  ranch  in  Visitacion  Valley  located  just  south  of  the  present 
county  line,  had  plenty  of  wide-open  spaces  back  in  the  late  1880s. 


Cora  Street  was  named  for  gambler 
Charles  Cora  who  was  hanged  by 
vigilantes  for  killing  a  U.S.  marshal. 

Goettingen  Street  is  named  after  a 
German  town. 

Holyoke  Street  represents  the  learn- 
ing institution  dedicated  to  explorer 
Elizor  Holyoke. 

Pasedena  Street  was  named  for  the 
southern  California  city.  Pasadena  is  a 
Native  American  word  meaning  "crown 
of  the  valley"  in  Chippewa 

Peninsula  Avenue  runs  in  the  same 
direction  as  the  San  Francisco  penin- 
sula 

Pueblo  Street  is  named  after  the 
Spanish  word  for  'lown  " 

Racine  Lane  represents  the  city  and 
county  in  Wisconsin  whose  name  is 
French  for  "root." 

Rutland  Street  represents  the  Ver- 
mont city  named  for  an  English  town. 

Santos  Street  is  named  for  the 
Portuguese  meaning  of  "saints  " 

Sparta  Street  historically  represents 
the  Greek  military  town  which  defeated 
Athens  in  the  Peloponnesian  War  of  404 
B.C. 

Sunrise  Way  was  named  for  its 
spectacular  view  of  a  valley  sunrise. 

Tunnel  Avenue  is  located  near 
Southern  Pacific  railroad  tracks  which 
eventually  enter  a  tunnel. 

Wabash  Terrace  is  named  for  a 
Native  American  word  meaning 
either  "shining  white"  or  "water  over 
white  stone." 


A  few  students  stand  in  front  of  Visitacion  Valley  School  in  1905. 


There  Was  Butcher  Paper  on  the  Back  Page 

When  two  flats  holding  the  first  four-  arrived  .  With  time  running  out  and  a 

page  tabloid  issue  of  the  Visitacion  large  marking  pen  in  hand,  Kaddoura 

Valley  Grapevine  were  delivered  to  the  grabbed  a  piece  of  rolled-up  butcher 

now-defunct  Garrett  Press  for  a  first  paper  from  his  Valley  Super  meat 

edition  press  run  of  5.000  copies  on  department  and  proceeded  to  quickly 


Tuesday.  July  29.  1986.  only  three 
pages  had  been  readied  for  printing 

Stories  for  those  three  pages  had 
been  edited  and  set  using  a  standard 
typewriter  just  the  day  before,  but  the 
fourth  -  a  full-page  advertisement 


letter  the  advertisement  by  hand. 

Rushed  to  the  printer,  the  unforget- 
table work  was  flattened  out  as  much 
as  possible  and  mounted  directly  to  the 
flat's  back  page 
And  by  12:30  p.m.  that  day,  history 


from  local  grocer  and  Valley  Mer-  was  in  the  making  as  copies  of  the  new 

chants'  Association  president  Fawzi  Visitacion  Valley  Grapevinerolled  oft' 

Kaddoura  -  was  due  to  be  delivered  to  the  press,  to  be  bundled  and  readied  for 

his  market  near  press  time.  It  never  distribution. 
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A  Concise  History  of  Visitacion  Valley 
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Visitacion  Valley  consisted  of  land  grants  during  the  Mexican  period. 


Mil,  when  according  to  tradition, 
some  soldiers  and  Franciscan  friars 
traveling  the  King's  Highway  from 


Property  owned  by  the  Rossi  family 
was  part  of  the  first  section  in  the 
Valley  to  be  divided  into  residential 
lots  in  the  early  1900s.  The  hills 
continued  to  be  used  as  grazing  land  for 
cattle  and  horses  for  some  20  years 
longer  as  the  family  remained  in  the 
Valley.  One  son,  Virginio,  had  a 
pharmacy  on  Leland  Avenue  until 
1970,  when  his  daughter  took  over. 
Another  son's  wife  was  the  attendance 
officer  for  the  Unified  School  District 
for  years.  A  daughter  became  a  well- 
known  doctor,  Dr.  Jennings.  The  last  of 
the  Rossi  family,  Florence,  died  in 
1983. 

By  1 860,  the  San  Bruno  Toll  Road,  a 
predecessor  to  Bayshore  Boulevard 
was  established,  connecting  with  El 
Camino  Real  at  San  Bruno.  A  toll  gate 
was  located  at  the  Seven-Mile  House, 
just  south  of  Geneva  Avenue  with  its 
main  traffic  consisting  of  milkers  who 
worked  on  dairy  farms  in  Visitacion 
Valley,  Brisbane  and  South  San 
Francisco.  Vehicles  then  used  were 
horses  and  wagons  and  the  road  was  so 

In  1775  when  the  first  white  men  to  the  San  Francisco  Flower  Mart,  narrow  that  a  driver  had  to  pull  the 
rowed  a  longboat  from  the  Spanish  About  this  time,  other  settlers  began  to  wagon  into  the  deep  grass  to  let  another 
ship  Son  Carlos  into  Seashell  Point  farm  the  area  and  thus  began  the  large  wagon  pass, 
(now  Hunters  Point)  in  1775  and  set  truck  gardens  and  nurseries  that  Industry  came  to  Visitacion  Valley  in 
foot  aJong  the  beach  on  the  bay  shore,  flourished  until  World  War  D.  For  1876  when  investor  W.C.  Ralston 
they  met  a  few  Indians  from  villages  to  irrigation,  picturesque  windmills  were  organized  the  Union  Pacific  Silk 
the  south  that  are  now  Visitacion  used  to  pump  the  water.  Manufacturing   Company   with  a 

Valley  and  possibly  Brisbane.  These  Another  holder  of  a  large  tract  was  capital  of  $250,000.  Every  week  the 
early  inhabitants  fished  in  the  Bay  and  Francis  L.A.  Pioche,  who  is  said  to  factory  turned  out  about  $6,000  worth 
hunted  game  in  the  hills.  Artifacts  later  have  started  San  Francisco's  tradition  of  silk  ribbons.  A  few  years  later  the 
found  in  and  around  the  area  of  two  of  fine  restaurants.  He  imported  40  company  moved  to  larger  facilities  in 
quarries  later  excavated  in  the  Valley  Parisian  chefs  and  a  boatload  of  French  South  San  Francisco, 
proved  this  to  be  true.  wines  so  San  Franciscans  could  find     By  1890,  the  Pacific  Coal  and 

However,  it  wasn't  until  1776  that  out  for  themselves  what  frog's  legs  a  la  Fertilizer  Company  was  in  operation 
Juan  BautistadeAnza  traveled  from  the  poulette  tasted  like,  so  they  would  close  to  the  water's  edge  and  was  called 
Mission  at  Monterey,  under  orders  of  know  what  vintage  champagne  was,  "the  bone  yard"  by  the  local  residents, 
the  Viceroy  of  Spain,  to  select  a  location  and  how  to  recognize  the  fragrance  of  Also  at  that  time,  a  brewery  located  on 
for  a  small  settlement  that  would  Sazerac  brandy..."  Monsieur  Pioche  the  present  Bayshore  Boulevard  was 
eventually  become  San  Francisco,  brought  French  interests  into  the  selling  pitchers  of  beer  for  five  cents, 
accidentty  turned  inland  from  the  ocean  Valley  when  he  borrowed  six  million  in  the  late  1 890s,  the  cattlemen  were 
and  traveled  along  the  western  shore  of  francs  from  friends  in  Paris  to  finance  ordered  to  remove  the  fences  that 
the  Bay,  and  came  upon  the  peninsula  several  enterprises  in  California,  blocked  roads,  and  soon  streets  opened 
that  was  part  of  the  Valley.  including  the  purchase  of  land  that  the  Valley  to  roadhouses,  restaurants 

Little  else  of  the  area  is  known  until  became  known  as  the  French  Gardens,  and  saloons.  The  Five-Mile  House  at 

Today,  Schwerin  Street  is  in  the  Wilde  and  San  Bruno  avenues  will 
general  location  of  Henry  Schwerin's  always  be  remembered  as  the  start  of 
original  buildings,  and  Pioche  Street  is  the  streetcar  line  to  Market  Street. 

Located  at  what  is  now  Bayshore 
Boulevard  and  Sunnydale  Avenue. 
"Pop"  Blanken's  Six-Mile  House,  was 
a  popular  meeting  place  for  politicians, 
businessmen  and  professional  people. 
This  popular  establishment  was  a 
resort,  offering  hotel  accommodations, 
a  restaurant  and  bar,  livery  stable  and 
recreation  such  as:  trap  and  rifle 
_  shooting,  shuffleboard  and  bowling.  Its 
IMHEMHHH  true  claim  to  fame,  however,  was  a 
Bay  Shore  Park  was  the  Visitacion  Valley  depot  built  for  Southern  Pacific  training  headquarters  for  prize  fighters 
commuter  service  to  the  neighborhood  along  the  Bayshore  cutoff.  _  among  these,  Jim  Jefferies.  Jack 
San  Diego  to  the  Presidio  in  San  just  outside  Visitacion  Valley.  Johnson,  "Gentleman  Jim"  Corbett 

Francisco  became  lost  in  heavy  fog.  In  the  mid- 1850s  and  shortly  after  and  Sam  Langford.  The  original 
They  wandered  into  the  hills  east  of  the  completinghis  term  of  office  as  first  building  stood  until  1938  when  it  was 
highway  to  spend  the  night.  In  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  California  torn  down  in  order  to  create  space  for  a 
morning  when  the  fog  cleared,  they  (1850-1851),  Peter  H.  Burnett  built  a  garage  and  gas  station, 
gazed  down  upon  a  beautiful  valley  large  home  on  Sunnydale  Avenue  Eisele's  Restaurant  was  famous  for 
with  the  Bay  at  its  feet.  These  friars  close  to  where  the  present  Church  of  its  free  steamed  clams,  served  with 
called  the  locality  Visitacion  Valley,  as  the  Visitacion  is  now  located.  (  beer.  Clam  beds  were  staked  out  and 
the  date  was  July  2,  the  Feast  of  the  Just  after  the  Civil  War,  members  of  worked  in  an  area  now  occupied  by  a 
Blessed  Mother.  In  thanksgiving,  a  the  Rossi  family  moved  into  the  area  former  building  of  the  Schlage  Lock 
mass  was  offered  with  the  alter  a  large  and  acquired  a  number  of  acres  a  Company.  Later,  when  the  Southern 
rock.  Today  it  is  called  Indian  Rock,  number  of  acres  of  rich  farming  land, 
and  is  located  in  a  backyard  on  Delta  They  were  lated  joined,  in  1 880,  by 
Street  near  Visitacion  Avenue.  John  Rossi  who  came  to  California  by 

From  that  time  on  until  1835,  the  way  ofPanama  and  then  up  the  coast  on 
Valley  was  used  as  a  pasture  for  a  train  operated  by  the  French.  The  county  line.  It  was  said  that  you  could 
longhom  cattle,  horses,  mules,  sheep,  Rossi  family  developed  their  property  stand  in  one  county  and  play  the  slot 
pigs  and  goats  belonging  to  Mission  by  hand  labor  into  large  vegetable  machines  in  the  other.  And  for 
Dolores  and  the  Presidio.  gardens,  later  forming  an  association  gamblers,  money  could  be  won  -  or  lost 

During  the  Mexican  period,  the  with  other  landowners  and  hiring  farm  -  on  cock  fights  at  "Beefsteak  Bill's  " 
Mission  released  its  controlled  terri-  hands  to  do  the  heavy  work  for  them.  Rumor  also  has  it  that  Mammy  Pleasant 
tory  to  private  enterprise;  anyone  could 
apply  for  land  grants. 

And  in  1 839,  Jacob  Primer  Lesse,  an 
American  from  Ohio  applied  for  a 
grant  He  obtained  9,500  acres  that 
took  in  Visitacion  Valley  to  Brisbane. 
He  named  his  grant  the  Rancho  Canada 
Guadalupe,  La  Visitacion  y  Rodeo 
Viejo.  and  took  possession  by  putting 
cattle  on  the  land  and  building  two 
houses  -  one  located  in  Visitacion 
Valley  where  his  mayordomo  and 
Indian  herders  lived.  A  few  years  later 
when  the  U.S.  government  was 
established  in  California,  the  land  grant 
was  confirmed  and  he  divided  the 
acreage  into  smaller  parcels. 

Henry  Schwerin,  a  German  baker, 
arrived  in  1850  and  bought  several 
hundred  acres  just  below  the  San 
Francisco-San  Mateo  county  line,  just 
south  of  what  is  now  Geneva  Avenue. 
He  had  a  large  herd  of  dairy  cows 
where  the  Cow  Palace  parking  lot  is 
now  located.  Schwerin  also  started  a 
horticultural  nursery  and  sold  flowers 


Pacific  Railroad  laid  track  east  of  the 
road,  the  land  gradually  dried  out  and 
filled  in. 

There  were  several  saloons  at  the 


had  one  of  her  houses  in  the  Valley. 

The  two  inns  in  the  area  -  in  addition 
to  the  Six-Mile  House  -  were  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Hotel  at  the  county 
line  and  the  Bay  Shore  Hotel  at  Leland 
Avenue  and  Bayshore. 

The  first  school  in  the  Sunny  Vale 
Public  School  District  opened  in 
September,  1 896.  A  few  years  later  it 
was  given  the  name  of  Visitacion 
Valley  School  -  after  a  session  in  court 
when  it  was  decided  that  the  Valley 
should  retain  its  old  Spanish  name  of 
"Visitacion."  However,  when  the  new 
sign  for  the  school  was  delivered,  it  was 
discovered  that  the  Board  of  Education 
had  misspelled  the  name,  calling  it 
"Visitation." 

Florence  Friedman,  was  one  of  the 
school's  early  1900s  instructors  who 
remained  a  teacher  until  1918.  when 
she  became  the  first  director  of  the 
newly  established  Visitacion  Valley 
Community  Center.  She  remained 
director  of  the  Community  Center  for 


Charles  A.  Louis  was  one  of  Visitacion 
Valley's  eadiest  developers. 

41  years  until  her  retirement  in  1959. 

By  1905,  "the  finest  building  sites" 
could  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $  1 25 
-  $  1  down  and  $  1  a  week.  Charles  A. 
Louis  was  the  sales  agent  for  this 
property,  known  as  the  Reis  Tract, 


Bay  Shore  Hotel  at  Leland  and  San  Bruno  avenues  in  the  early  1900s. 


Looking  Back  at  McLaren  Park 


A  view  of  visitacion  Valley  in  the  1980s  as  seen  from  McLaren  Park. 


by  Jeanne  Alexander, 
Neighborhood  Park  Council 

It  was  a  rancho  in  1840.  Today  it's 
McLaren  Park,  whose  sweeping 
views  of  the  city  and  San  Francisco 
Bay  border  318  acres  in  Visitacion 
Valley.  And  whose  development  as 
both  a  neighborhood  recreation 
facility  and  a  wooded  retreat  has  been 
making  steady  but  piecemeal 
progress  since  the  park  was  estab- 
lished in  1926.  However,  its  history 
goes  back  almost  100  years  before 
that. 

When  California  was  declared  "a 
free  and  sovereign  state"  within  the 
Mexican  republic,  Governor  Juan 
Batista  Alvarado  granted  the  rancho 
now  known  as  McLaren  Park  to  the 
local  government  in  1 840.  Subdivi- 
sion plans  for  the  land  grant  were 
drawn  up  between  1868  and  1904, 
and  were  given  a  boost  in  1905 
when  Daniel  Bumham,  a  renowned 
architect  and  city  planner  was 
brought  in  to  work  with  the 
Association  for  the  Improvement 
and  Adornment  of  San  Francisco. 
His  Bumham  Plan  recommended 
that  the  hilltops  where  McLaren  and 
Bayview  Parks  are  now  located,  be 
reserved  for  parks.  Although  the  fire 
and  earthquake  of  1906  postponed 
any  action,  the  idea  survived. 

The  first  proposal  for  the  park 
came  in  1926  when  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  voted  to  acquire  550 
acres  of  the  McLaren  Park  site  for 
park  use.  A  bond  issue  to  fund  the 
land  acquisition  was  defeated  in 
1928,  so  the  Board,  undaunted, 
reduced  the  size  of  its  proposed 
acquisition  and  began  to  purchase 
land.  The  first  construction  in  the 
park  was  a  view  drive  built  by  the 
WPA  (Works  Progress  Administra- 
tion) in  the  early  '30s  and  it  set  the 
stage  for  John  McLaren  to  dedicate 
his  eponymous  park  in  a  flag-raising 
ceremony  in  1934. 

Parks  and  planting  were  John 
McLaren's  passion.  Bom  in  Scot- 
land in  1 846.  he  studied  horticulture 
in  Edinburgh's  Royal  Botanical 
Gardens  and  came  to  California  in 
1872  where  he  worked  as  a 
landscape  gardener  on  George 
Howard's  vast  estate  in  San  Mateo 
and  Leland  Stanford's  ranch  in  Palo 
Alto.  He  lived  by  his  father's 
admonition:  "Me  boy,  if  you  have 
nothing  to  do,  go  plant  a  tree  and  it'll 
grow  while  ye  sleep."  McLaren 
loved  trees  and  hated  buildings, 
trolley  cars,  "keep  off  the  grass" 


signs  and  statues.  Some  of  his  most 
beautiful  groves  were  planted  to 
hide  the  statues  of  famous  men  that 
the  city  fathers  had  placed  in  the 
park. 

In  1 887,  McLaren  became  super- 
intendent of  Golden  Gate  Park,  the 
city's  largest  park  and,  nearly  50 
years  later,  he  dedicated  McLaren 
Park,  the  city's  second  largest  park. 
The  legacy  he  left  when  he  died  in 
1943  at  age  97,  will  endure  with  the 
trees  he  planted. 

After  its  3 18-acre  boundary  set  by 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  1946, 
McLaren  Park's  building  program 
got  underway  in  1958  with  Coffinan 
Pool,  near  the  Herz  Playground.  A 
1959  park  master  plan  calling  for 
additional  recreational  facilities 
showed  the  critical  need  for  infra- 
structure and  set  the  city's  wheels 
turning.  The  1960's  saw  the 
construction  of  park  roads  and 
playgrounds  —  Mansell  Street, 
Visitacion  Avenue,  Brazil  and  Persia 
Avenues,  and  John  F.Shelley  Drive; 
Louis  Sutter  and  Herz  Playgrounds. 
Drainage  structures  and  a  water 
distribution  system  were  installed. 
The  '70s  and  early  '80s  brought  the 
tennis  courts,  the  amphitheater,  the 
Mansfield-Burrows  Playground  and 
the  Wilde  Overlook  area  and 
viewing  tower.  New  trails,  pathways, 
stairs,  picnic  areas,  and  community 
gardens  enriched  the  landscape. 

Master  planning  for  the  park, 
begun  in  1976,  was  followed  by 
updates  in  1983,  1988,  and  1996. 
In  March  of  1997  Rec  and  Park 
adopted  the  final  John  McLaren 
Park  Master  Plan  which  calls  for 
development,  phased  over  five-to- 
ten  years  and  aimed,  initially,  at 
providing  "special  interest"  activi- 
ties. A  $2.4  million  bond  issue  was 
passed  by  voters  in  1987  for  major 
improvements  to  McLaren  Park. 

Working  closely  with  Rec  and  Park 
staff  on  a  list  of  park  improvements 
are  the  Friends  of  McLaren  Park. 
They  are  part  of  the  Neighborhood 
Parks  Council,  a  coalition  of  activist 
parks  groups  who  work  to  rejuvenate 
their  local  parks.  Friends'  president 
Franco  Mancini  is  pleased  with  his 
group's  progress  on  a  number  of 
projects 

From  rancho  to  recreational 
retreat,  McLaren  Park  is  clearly 
coming  closer  to  fulfilling  John 
McLaren's  dream  that  people 
have  "unspoiled  alpine  joy,  even 
in  the  city  "  


In  1906,  St.  James  Presbyterian  Church  became  the  first  church  to  be 
constructed  in  Visitacion  Valley  on  Leland  Avenue. 
which  was  the  largest  housing  gained  momentum  during  the  great  fire 
development  in  the  Valley  at  that  time,  and  earthquake  of  Apr.  18.  1906. 
He  maintained  an  office  on  Leland  Damage  was  minor  in  the  Valley,  and 
Avenue  and  later  in  his  home  until  his  refugees  from  the  center  of  San 
death  in  1961.  His  daughter,  Florence  Francisco  crowded  into  the  small 
Louis,  later  continued  in  the  real  estate  houses  of  relatives  and  friends  or  lived 
and  insurance  business.  The  Louis  in  shacks  in  the  area  until  they  could 
family  also  had  a  dry  goods  store.  build  new  homes.  Some  residents 
Construction  in  Visitacion  Valley  recalled  that  the  butcher  shop  served  as 


The  Cow  Palace  is  located  at  Geneva  Avenue  and  Santos  Street. 

First  Show  60  Years  Ago  at  Cow  Palace 

Nearly  25  years  after  the  idea  for  a  children's  tickets  were  sold  for  a 
livestock  pavilion  was  conceived  quarter. 

following  the  immense  success  of  Described  by  local  critics  as  the  "best 
animal  exhibits  during  the  1914-15  crowd  puller  since  Treasure  Island 
Panama  Pacific  Exposition,  the  Cow  days,"  of  1 939-40.  the  Grand  National 
Palace  began  as  part  ofaWPA  project  Livestock  Exposition  was  scheduled 
in  the  late  1930s  along  WaJIbridge  to  become  an  annual  event  but  was 
Street  (now  Geneva  Avenue)  a  mere  interrupted  just  a  few  weeks  later  when 
half-block  south  of  the  San  Francisco  Pearl  Harbor  was  attacked  by  Japanese 
county  line.  planes  and  the  United  States  entered 

Just  before  its  first  scheduled  event  World  War  II. 


on  Nov.  15,  1941,  the  12,000-seat 
facility  was  dedicated  the  Livestock 
Pavilion  with  the  Saturday  night 
opening  of  the  first  Grand  National 
Livestock  Exposition,  Horse  Show 
and  Rodeo. 

Participating  in  the  dedication 
ceremonies  were  California  Governor 


With  more  troops  being  inducted 
into  the  armed  forces,  the  Cow  Palace 
was  rented  by  the  federal  government 
during  the  war  for  $1  a  year  and  was 
used  first  to  process  embarking 
soldiers  and  later  as  amotor  pool.  After 
the  war  in  1946,  the  Grand  National 
Rodeo  became  an  annual  autumn 
Culbert  Olson,  San  Francisco  Mayor  event 

Angelo  Rossi,  and  San  Mateo  County  And  the  Cow  Palace  soon  became 
Supervisor  Fred  Beer.  synonymous  with  other  important 

An  estimated  40,000  patrons  at-  events.  President  Dwight  D. 
tended  the  livestock  Pavilion  that  Eisenhower  and  Vice  President  Rich- 
weekend,  with  more  than  28,000  ard  Nixon  were  unanimously  nomi- 
attending  the  two  Sunday  shows.  nated  by  the  Republican  National 
About  6,000  people  were  unable  to  Convention  on  Aug.  22,  1956  as  the 
gain  admittance  to  the  exciting  party  gave  the  pair  all  1,323  of  its  votes. 
Saturday  show,  which  featured  calf  Less  than  ten  years  later  on  July  15, 
roping,  bareback  bronco  riding,  steer  1964,  GOP  delegates  nominated 
wrestling,bullriding,andthetalentsof  Arizona  Senator  Barry  Goldwater 
cowboy  movie  star  Ken  Maynard  there  as  the  candidate  who  would  run 
performing  in  a  spectacular  riding  and  unsuccessfully  against  Democratic 
shooting  act.  incumbent  Lyndon  B.  Johnson. 

Two  thousand  eager  spectators  were  Along  with  memorable  perfor- 
ate to  buy  standing-room  tickets  to  mances  by  Elvis  Presley  and  the 
watch  the  proceedings  from  the  Rolling  Stones,  probably  no  musical 
pavilion's  crowded  aisles.  event  was  more  anticipated  than  a  29- 

So  enthralled  were  the  following  minute  concert  by  the  Beatles  to 
day's  performances  that  hundreds  of  1 6,000  screaming  fans  as  they  opened 
first-show  ticket-holders  immediately  their  first  U.S.  tour  on  Aug.  19,  1964 
purchased  tickets  to  the  second  7:30     Having  hosted  numerous  sports  and 
p.m.  show.  entertainment  events,  including  the 

Rodeo  enthusiasts  were  most  inter-  Ringling  Brothers  Bamum  and  Bailey 
ested  in  witnessing  rival  cowboy  Circus,  the  Cow  Palace  was  home  to 
Homer  Petti  grew  compete  against  both  minor  league  San  Francisco  Seals 
Fritz  Truan  for  the  1941  world  and  Shamrocks  ice  hockey  teams  as 
championship,  sharing  the  bill  with  well  as  a  temporary  home  when  the 
such  bucking  broncos  as:  Starlight,  San  Jose  Sharks  entered  the  National 
Brawn  Bomber,  and  Country  Gravy.  Hockey  League. 
Another  interesting  attraction  was  a  And  no  sports  enthusiast  will  ever 
huge  red  brahma  bull  named  Sonora  forget  the  nights  of  May  20  and  23, 
Red.  1975  when  the  surprising  Golden  State 

As  days  progressed,  both  urban  and  Warriors,  bumped  by  other  scheduled 
rural  spectators  enjoyed  entertaining  events  from  their  home  base  at  the 
shows  featuring  2,163  heads  of  the  Oakland  Coliseum  Arena,  returned  to 
finest  horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  swine  the  stomping  grounds  where  they  once 
gathered  together  from  1 8  states  under  played  as  the  San  Francisco  Warriors 
the  roof  of  what  was  then  the  largest  to  defeat  the  Washington  Bullets  92- 
livestock  arena  in  the  world.  9 1  and  1 09- 1 0 1  to  take  the  second  and 

Reserved  seating  sold  at  $1.19  and  third  games  of  the  NBA  Finals,  en 
$  1 .65,  with  $2.20  for  box  seats,  and  55  route  to  a  four-game  sweep  to  become 
cents  for  general  admission.  Some  the  champions  of  basketball. 


the  distribution  point  for  food  and 
clothing  for  these  homeless  people. 

A  few  years  later,  the  Valley  had  lost 
a  number  of  its  temporary  residents 
who  returned  to  their  former  neighbor- 
hoods. Yet  other  families  remained, 
and  there  was  a  slow  but  steady  gain  in 
population  as  newcomers  discovered 
the  charm  of  the  small-town  commu- 
nity. Those  were  the  years  that  the 
local  lumber  yard  thrived,  supplying 
the  building  needs  in  the  Valley  and 
providing  enough  sawdust  to  fill 
Sunnydale  Avenue  from  the  present 
Bayshore  Boulevard  all  the  way  to 
Mission  Street. 

In  those  days,  roads  were  sandy  in 
the  summer  and  muddy  in  the  winter, 
as  very  few  streets  had  any  kind  of 
surfacing.  To  accommodate  its  cus- 
tomers, the  local  grocery  store  had  its 
own  delivery  service.  There  were  also 
two  house-to-house  vendors  of  fresh 
fruits  and  vegetables:  Joe  Marsala,  and 
the  father  and  son  team  of  Steve  and 
George  Zucca,  who  later  ran  a  gas 
station  on  Bayshore  Boulevard. 

During  the  next  20  years,  Visitacion 
Valley  continued  to  develop  as  truck 
gardens  gave  way  to  modem  housing. 
The  pattern  of  the  neighborhood 
became  established  asthe  business 
section  along  Leland  Avenue  took 
shape.  The  Valley  had  its  own 
Volunteer  Hose  Company  and  a 
Fireman's  Hall,  which  for  a  period 
housed  the  Golden  Gate  Kindergarten. 
Electricity  was  beginning  to  replace 
coal  oil  lamps  and  gasoline  lanterns. 

In  1906,  St.  James  Presbyterian 
Church  was  built  on  Leland  Avenue, 
followed  in  1907  by  the  Catholic 
Church  of  the  Visitacion. 

The  "water  works"  for  the  commu- 
nity had  its  pumping  station  and  office 
on  Leland  Avenue  adjacent  to  the  Bay 
Shore  Hotel. 

By  1910,  the  neighborhood  was 
serviced  by  two  streetcar  I  ines  that  soon 
acquired  assorted  nicknames  includ- 
ing: "Galloping  Goose,"  and  "Molas- 
ses Special."  And  Visitacion  Valley 
was  soon  referred  to  as  "Hesitation 
Valley"  because  of  a  long  wait  while 
streetcars  were  switched  on  a  single 
track,  not  to  mention  the  long  delays  at 
transfer  points. 

On  May  18,  1905,  the  Visitacion 
Valley  Improvement  Club  made  a 
name  for  itself  with  many  community 
projects  and  continued  for  years  to 
promote  many  programs  aimed  for  the 
betterment  of  the  community.  Long- 
time realtor  and  businessman  Henry 
Schindel.  who  later  served  for  many 
years  as  its  president,  still  makes  his 
home  on  Schwerin  Street.  He  also  was 
president  of  the  Valley's  Merchants 
Association  for  more  than  two 
decades. 

San  Francisco's  first  motel  was 
located  in  Visitacion  Valley  on  the 
Burnett  farm  on  Sunnydale  Avenue. 
Called  the  San  Francisco  Auto  Camp, 
it  was  located  in  a  grove  of  trees  with  a 
garden  setting.  There  were  40  cabins 
and  plenty  of  tent  space  with 
accommodations  for  up  to  300  cars. 
The  Auto  Camp  remained  until  1964, 
when  it  was  torn  down  to  construct  the 
new  Church  of  the  Visitacion.  The 
Burnett  home  was  torn  down  in  1 964  to 
build  the  parish  school  and  in  the 
process,  200  trees  were  destroyed  - 
one  planted  by  President  McKinley, 
another  by  Admiral  Dewey,  and  some 
by  many  other  famous  Americans. 

For  entertainment,  various  clubs  and 
service  organizations  had  whist  parties, 
dances,  minstrel  shows  and  bazaars  at 
the  Bay  Shore  Hall  above  Anderson's 
Coal  Yard  on  Leland  Avenue,  at  the 
Fireman's  Hall  on  Wilde  Avenue,  at 
the  Alpine  Hall  on  Raymond  Avenue, 
and  in  the  Six-Mile  House  gymnasium. 

There  were  "flickers"  at  five  cents  a 
show  at  the  Nickelodeon  on  Raymond 
Avenue.  The  old  movie  theater  was 
constructed  of  sheet  metal  with 
fireproof  walls  embrossed  with  de- 
signs. There  was  a  player  piano  and  a 
blue  mercury  lamp  out  front  to  attract 
attention.  A  major  feature  was 
Amateur  Night. 

Children  hiked  through  the  hills  and 
picnicked  on  all  the  scenic  ridges.  And 
it  was  always  great  spot  in  the  spring  to 
slide  down  hill  over  the  slippery  grass 
in  a  large  cardboard  carton.  They 
waded  and  swam  in  the  Bay,  watched 
the  dismantling  of  old  ships  from  the 
"ships'  graveyard"  at  the  Johnson- 
Brown  wharf,  and  took  pride  in 
showing  off  the  local  curiosity:  a 
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Businesses  of  the  Past  in  the  Valley 


Stocked  to  the  ceiling,  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Louis  ran  Visitacion  Valley's 
first  dry  goods  store  at  both  7  and  9  Leland  A  ve. 

With  the  establishment  of  many  Grocery  on  Leland  Avenue,  which 

new  homes  in  the  Valley  after  the  also  offered  wood,  coal,  grain,  gravel, 

rum  of  the  century  came  an  equally  rock,  lime  and  cement  and  operated  a 

increasing  need  for  better  local  convenient  drayage  business, 
commerce.  Up  the  hill  at  their  San  Bruno 

Shops  providing  various  goods  Avenue  store  were  the  three  Pantoleon 

and  services  opened  along  Leland  Brothers  who  specialized  in  "fancy 

Avenue  and  several  blocks  of  San  and  staple  groceries." 
Bruno  Avenue,  later  to  be  incorpo-     Handling  the   Valley's  various 

rated   into   Bayshore   Boulevard,  pharmaceutical   needs,  Visitacion 

creating  a  permanent  centralized  Valley  Pharmacy  competed  with  Bay 

business   area   for   the   bustling  Shore  Pharmacy,  which  also  served 

neighborhood.  as  U.S.  Post  Office  Station  25  for  the 

Having  arrived  in  the  Valley  in  surrounding  population. 
1904,  Charles  A.  Louis  commenced     Over  on  Campbell  Avenue,  local 

a  combined  realty  and  insurance  residents  could  purchase  their  baked 


business,  opening  Leland  Avenue 
shops  which  also  sold  dry  goods. 
Another  realtor  and  insurance  man, 
William  R.  Markt,  also  sold 
properties  in  the  Valley. 

Nearby  was  H.L.  Diehl  who 
operated  his  painting  and  paperhang- 
ing  business  on  Alpha  Street. 

After  their  new  houses  were  built 


goods  at  the  Visitaicon  Valley 
Bakery,  or  be  fitted  for  a  new  suit  by 
tailor  L.J.  Andersen. 

Many  motorists  undoubtedly 
stopped  at  Bill  Nutter's  Service 
Station  on  Visitacion  Avenue  for 
expert  crank  case  service,  as  well  as 
deals  on  tires,  oil  and  gasoline. 

Those  Valley  residents  not  owning 


Valley  residents  could   purchase  an  automobile  could  catch  either  the 

home  insurance  from  agent  R.B.  16  Third-Keamy  streetcar  north- 

Hutchinson.  bound  or  the  Visitacion  Valley 

Advertising  "crockery,  paints,  oils  streetcar  southwest  to  Mission  Street 

and  glass"  at  his  business  was  M.  from  the  Six  Mile  House. 

Anderson,  whose  hardware  store  For  unparalleled  entertainment  a 

was  located  at  34  Leland  Ave.  family  could  go  to  the  one  and  only 

Neighborhood  residents  had  their  Bay  Shore  Theatre  which  proudly 

choice  of  groceries,  vegetables  and  proclaimed.  "We  show  only  the  best 

fruits  at  the  Bauman's  Bay  Shore  pictures  ...  Come  and  see!" 


Open  space  was  plentiful  in  San  Francisco  s  most  remote  netghborhood. 


private  home  called  the  "boathouse," 
as  its  paneled  walls  were  made  of  doors 
salvaged  from  ships. 

Youngsters  earned  extra  spending 
money  by  catching  frogs  and  gathering 
watercress  which  they  sold  to  the  local 
restaurants  and  by  peddling  bouquets 
of  wild  flowers  from  door-to-door. 
Their  bank  accounts  also  grew  steadily 
as  they  made  weekly  deposits  through  a 
school  savings  program  sponsored  by 
the  Bank  of  Italy  (later  to  become  the 
Bank  of  Ameirca).  Parents  took 
advantage  of  this  accommodation  by 
adding  to  their  children's  deposits  at  a 


time  when  there  was  no  other  banking 
service  in  the  Valley. 

Sports  activities  included  basketball 
in  the  gymnasium  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  baseball  on  adiamond  near 
the  comer  of  what  is  now  Bayshore 
Boulevard  and  Blanken  Avenue. 

In  1905,  the  Southern  Pacific 
Company  started  to  build  a  tunnel 
adjacent  to  Bayshore  Boulevard  and  to 
fill  the  land  along  the  Bay.  First  track  of 
the  Bayshore  cutoff  was  laid  by  1907, 
with  a  roundhouse  completed  by  1 9 1 7. 

A  gas  plant  in  the  Valley  -  later  to  be 
known  as  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric 


Esde  s  Restaurant  was  famous  for  its  free  steamed  dams  served  with  beer. 
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In  this  1 906  view  of  Visitation  Valley  taken  just  east  of  the  Southern  Pacific  tracks,  one  can  see  the  Six  Mile  House  (at  left),  the  Bay  Shore  Hotel  (at  what  is  today  the  comer  of 
Leland  Avenue  and  Bayshore  Boulevard),  die  railroad  tunnel  to  the  far  right  and  the  sparsely-populated  hillswhere  numerous  homes  would  soon  be  built  in  the  coming  years. 
Company  -  was  built  by  1905  just  building  by  June,  1925  and  admin  is-  covering  nearly  six  acres,  the  Cow 
south  of  the  county  line.  The  building  trative  headquarters  shortly  thereaf-  Palace  was  completed  just  south  of  the 
still  stands  today  at  the  southeast  ter.  In  1926,  its  name  was  changed  to  county  line  along  Woolbridge  Street 
comer  of  Geneva  Avenue  and  Schlage  Lock  Company,  a  fixture  in  (now  Geneva  Avenue)  in  1941  and 
Schwerin  Street.  Visitacion  Valley  for  75  years.  held  its  first  Grand  National  Rodeo  in 

The  Bodinson  Manufacturing  Com-  Just  to  the  east  of  the  Valley  were  November  of  that  year, 
pany  bought  its  first  property  in  the  many  acres  of  empty  land  where  Also  in  1941,  San  Francisco 
area  in  1924  and  started  to  manufac-  houses  started  to  spring  up  during  the  completed  construction  of  the 
hire  custom  mining  machinery  and  1930s,  some  with  blueprints  that  Sunnydale  Projects,  a  large  housing 
material  handling  equipment  the  might  have  previously  been  used  for  complex  on  the  Valley's  west  side  that 
following  year.  residential  construction  in  Holly-  later  became  home  to  many  returning 

The  Schlage  Company  purchased  wood,  with  the  quaint  new  neighbor-  servicemen  after  World  War  II. 
its  first  2.5  acres  of  property  from  hood  dubbed  Little  Hollywood.  Visitacion  Valley  Elementary  School 

Bodinson  and  completed  its  factory     Boasting  a  concrete  and  steel  roof  completed  the  construction  of  its  new 

facility  on  Schwerin  Streel  in  1936. 
Wilson  High  School,  which  was  built 
in  1963  on  Mansell  Street,  later  became 

John  and  Sala  Burton  High  in  1994.    Mayor James  Rolph  was  present on  June  25,1926  when  Schlage  Lock 

In  1971.  Visitacion  Valle>  Middle  Company  dedicated  its  new  factory  and  administration  building. 
School  was  built  on  Raymond  Avenue 
on  a  hill  overlooking  the  neighborhood. 

For  years,  beginning  in  1966,  the 
Valley"s  skyline  was  dominated  by 
two  20-story  buildings  at  Sunnydale 
Avenue  and  Schwerin  Street  known 
as  Geneva  Towers.  They  served 
mostly  as  low-income  housing  until 
their  removal  on  May  16.  1998  to 
make  way  for  the  low-rise  Heritage 
Homes. 

To  the  west  of  Visitacion  Valley  is 
McLaren  Park,  a  3  1 5-acre  setting,  in 
the  process,  by  degree,  to  become  a 
thing  of  beauty  with  tennis  courts,  a 
golf  course,  and  bike  and  hiking 
paths. 

77m  hiuon   hus  adopted  from  bodt  historical 

TheteyS^tesete/neamp^ 

located  where  the  former  Schlage  Lock  Company  now  stands.         appeared  in  schiaee  s  -i*ck  and  ha  ••  magajne 


Riding  the  Old  Streetcar  Lines  in  Visitacion  Valley 


The  visitacion  line  ran  until 1937 from  the  Six  Mile  House  to  Genexa  Avenue 
and  Mission  Street  on  a  single  track  with  tunouts  for  streetcars  to  pass. 


Still  standing  at  the  comer  of  San  Bruno  and  Wilde  avenues,  the 
Five  Mile  House  was  once  end-cf-the-line  for  the  25-streetcar  line. 


Years  beforeany  bus  linestretched  across 
the  City,  many  residents  of  the  neighbor- 
hood rode  the  old  Visitacion  Valley 
streetcar,  a  2.5  mile  single-track  line 
stretching  from  the  comer  of  Geneva 
Avenue  and  Mission  Street  to  the  Six  Mile 
House  once  located  at  what  is  now 
Bayshore  Boulevard  and  Sunnydale 
Avenue 

Along thenumberless  line,  which  United 
Railroads  commenced  on  Oct  25, 1 909  as 
an  attraction  to  promote  the  sale  of  real  estate 
in  the  Valley,  streetcars  ran  through  tallgrass 
and  up  dirt  roads,  where  several  turnouts 
allowed  one  car  to  pass  another. 

From  what  is  now  Geneva  Avenue,  the 
track  turned  left  at  Schwerin  Street  and  right 
at  McDonald  Avenue  just  beyond  the 
county  line  before  winding  around  to  its 
eastern  tenninal. 

Most  unfortunate  was  an  accident  one 
earty  Saturday  morning  during  World  War 
I  on  Jury  13.  1918  when  a  streetcar 
overloaded  with  workers  commuting 
eastbound  to  the  shipyards  lost  its  brakes  on 
an  incline  before  rounding  the  curve  at 
Schwerin  Street  It  ripped  over  onto  its  side, 
killing  eight  passengers  and  injuring  70. 

Streetcars  on  the  Visitacion  line  operated 
for  nearly  30  yzzr$  before  their  final  day  on 
Jury  31. 1 937.  Service  had  to  be  suspended 
and  the  track  removed  after  the  center  right- 
of-way  cars  had  been  operating  on  was 
needed  to  widen  the  former  Wallbridge 
Street  into  an  eastern  extension  of  Geneva 
Avenue.  On  Aug  1.  patrons  having  once 
ridden  the  quaint  cars  found  the  50  Crocker- 
Amazon  bus  operating  in  its  place. 

Valley  residents  traveling  downtown 
could  either  catch  the  1 6  Third-Keamy  line 
at  the  Six  Mile  House  through  194 1,  or  the 
25  San  Bruno  at  the  MveMile  HouseaSan 
Bruno  and  Wilde  avenues  until  late  1 937. 
Likethe  Visitacion  line,  both  had  been  part 
of  the  old  Market  Street  Rai  I  w  ay .  After  the 
private  company's  1944  merger  with  the 
San  Francisco  Municipal  Railway,  the  H 
Potrero  was  extended  down  San  Bruno  to 
Arleta  Avenue  for  a  short  tinx;  after  World 
War  II  before  service  was  eventually 
replaced  by  busses. 


Visitation  Valley  Community  Center  first  opened  on  Mar.  14,  1918  in 
this  small  wooden  building  at  101  Raymond  Ave.  at  Alpha  Street. 


A  Different  View  on  Schwerin  Street 


A  tall  gate  enclosed  Geneva  Towers  in  the  mid-1990s  along  the  west 
side  of  Schwerin  Street  between  Garrison  and  Sunnydale  avenues. 


The  same  view  in 2001  shows  the  recently  completed  Heritage  Homes 
in  an  architectural  scheme  more  suited  for  the  neighborhood. 


Following  the  May  16,  1998  implosion  of  the  twin  20-story  Geneva  Towers,  concrete  rubble  was  haulded  away  for  three  months  before  consturction  began  that  fall  on 
the  replacement  Heritage  Homes,  a  development  to  eventually  consist  of  148  family  housing  units,  a  community  center,  a  maintenance  building  and  a  child  care  facility 
for  45  children.  There  are  now  24  four-bedroom  units,  64  three-bedroom  units,  41  two-bedroom  units,  and  22  one-bedroom  units. 
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BRTTTON  COURT! 

FROM  THE  BOTTOM  UP 


With  the  removal  of  rubble  continuing  at  the  former  Geneva  Towers  site  still  going  on  across  the  street,  Mayor  Willie  Brown  joined  HUD's  Art  Agnos  and  a  number  of  other 
officials  on  Aug.  13, 1998 in  a  large  empty  lot  on  Sunnydale  A  venue  for  the  official  ground  breaking  ofBritton  Courts  a  housing  development  now  composed  of  92  units  of  family 
housing,  a  community  center  and  a  child  care  center  that  holds  40  children.  Designed  by  the  architectural  team  of  Michael  Willis  and  Associates,  and  Solomon  Inc.  Architecture 
and  Urban  Design  tere  are  63  two-bedroom  units,  21  three-bedroom  units  and  8  four-bedroom  units  oftownhouse  apartments  and  flats  that  are  grouped  in  32  attached  two 
and  three  story  buildings  arranged  in  courtyard  clusters.  Each  of  the  clusters  share  enclosed  parking,  a  secured  courtyard,  a  laundry  room  and  garbage  facilities. 


JOHN  KING  SENIOR  COMMUNITY 

FINDING  THE  WAY  TOWARDS  COMPLETION 
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Construct/on  of  the  new  John  King  Senior  Community  on  Raymond  Avenue  at  Sawyer  Street  commenced  at  the  end  of 1999.  When  completed  later  in  2001,  the  development 
wiil  be  comprised  of  90  one-bedroom  units  of  low-income  senior  housing,  a  senior  service  center,  a  child  care  facility  that  holds  40  children,  and  a  managers  unit. 


14  -  AUGUST  2001  -  VBfTACtON  VALLEY  GRAPEVINE 


women,  children  and  families  in  vacant 

Valley  History  from  the  Pages  ofthe  Grapevine  X^^T^^ 

was  dedicated  at  the  May  20  Street  Fair. 
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SERVING  OUR  COMMUNITY 


Mayor  Feinstein  will  be  here 


Merchants  Association  Revitalized 


♦A  new  traffic  plan  was  devised  by  the 
Candlestick  Park  Transportation  Task 
Force  with  the  California  Highway  Patrol 
to  assist  motorists  trying  to  get  into  the 
Valley  during  ballgames. 

♦Sunnydale  planned  an  Aug.  19  grand 
opening  celebration  for  its  new  commu- 
nity center 

♦Vincent  Chao  was  named  principal  of 
VVES. 

*  Narcotics  Task  Force  officers  began 
conducting  athletic  clinics  for  youth  8  to 
1 3  at  three  playgrounds. 

♦A  new  mural  designed  by  Jo  Tucker 
and  titled  Treasure  Our  Earth  was 
completed  at  325  Leland  Ave. 

*  Mayor  Agnos  announced  a  loan  pool 
established  to  help  qualified  small 
businesses  afFected  by  the  Oct.  1 7  I^oma 
Prieta  earthquake. 

1990 

♦Tuntex  Properties,  Inc.  of  Taiwan 
purchased  S.F.  Executive  Park,  almost 
900  wet  and  dry  acres  of  Southern  Pac  i  fie 
land  and  property  on  Sierra  PoinL 

♦El  Rancho  Market,  a  fixture  in  the 
Valley  since  1954,  closed. 

♦Schlage  Lock  donated  $10,000  to  the 
S.F.  Earthquake  Relief  Fund. 

*Rev.  Jeremias  Res  us  was  named  new 
pastor  at  St.  James  Presbyterian  Church 
Nov.  11. 

*  A  5 1  -unit  Hospice  by  the  Bay  home  for 
peoplewith  life-threatening  illnesses  was 
planned  for  the  former  Maxicare  site  at 
141  Leland  Ave. 

♦Rosa's  Boutique  celebrated  its  10th 
anniversary  on  Leland  Avenue. 


Father's  Day  Health  Fair  June  6  at 
VVCC. 

*EI  Dorado  School  Neighborhood 
Betterment  Council  held  its  first 
barbecue  June  27  at  Girard  Street  and 
Harkness  Avenue. 

♦Visitacion  Valley's  six  teams  of  the 
Midnight  Basketball  League  began  play 
in  August. 

*Construction  began  in  September  on 
563  new  condominiums  at  Executive 
Park. 

*Shanani  Bardell  was  named  Miss 
Sunnydale  1993. 

*  WES 's  new  gym  floor  was  dedicated 
Nov.  20. 

Harlan  Wilson  assumed 
of  Ingleside  Station 


in 


♦Captain 
command 
November. 
1993 

*  After  more  than  35  years  in  the  Valley, 
Boulevard  Cleaners  announced  in  would 
close  in  March 

♦With  its  75th  anniversary  Mar.  14, 
VVCC  celebrated  its  founding  with  a 
gala  potluck  celebration  where  State 
Senator  Milton  Marks  presented  the 
center  with  a  special  plaque. 

*  Mayor  Frank  Jordan  brought  grim 
budget  news  to  a  Valley  meeting  at 
Wilson  High  Mar.  18. 

*Gigi  Hithe  was  elected  Valley 
representative  of  S.F.  Children's  Ser- 
vices for  the  1993-94  fiscal  year. 

♦Ready  for  Work  started  at  WCC  to 
provide  job  readiness  training  for  youth 
ages  14  to  17. 

♦Muni  presented  plans  to  Valley 
residents  Apr.  29  for  a  light  rail  system 
through  the  Bayshore  corridor. 

*VaJley  residents  attended  a  special 
May  25  meeting  with  S.F.  Supervisors  to 


1986 

*San  Francisco  Alive,  Mayor  Dianne 
Feinstein'sanh-graffiti  and  litter  commit- 
tee announced  a  scheduled  Aug.  2 
Visitacion  Valley  campaign. 

♦More  than  200  Valley  and  Sunnydale 
residents  were  joined  by  Mayor 
Feinstein,  volunteers  from  Delancy 
Street,  S.F.  Youth  Conservation  Corps, 
S.F.  Police  Dept.,  S.F.  Sheriff  Depart- 
ment and  graffiti  artists  from  S.F.  Youth 
Guidance  Center  in  S.F.  Alive's  clean-up 
campaign. 

•Visitacion  Valley  Senior  Park  and 
Community  Garden  received  Honorary 
Mention  and  a  $100  check  from  the 
American  Community  Gardening  Asso- 
ciation, awarded  for  A  New  Garden  in  the 
Western  Region. 

*An  Oct  12  power  outage  at  1 : 1 8  p.m. 
blacked  out  2500  Geneva  Towers 
residents  for  36  hours,  and  continually 
the  following  week. 

•Visitacion  Valley  Middle  School 


employment  program  -  joined  commu- 
nity leaders  for  a  press  conference  on  the 
steps  of  S.F.  City 

Hall  when  funding  was  cut 

•Visitacion  Valley  Elementary  School 
(VVES)  received  a  Distinguished  El- 
ementary School  Award  for  1987  from 
the  State  Department  of  Education. 

•Schlage  Lock  employees  donated  a 
total  of  nearly  $85,000  to  United  Way  of 
the  Bay  Area 
1988 

*A  collection  and  disposal  facility  for 
household  hazardous  waste  was  opened 
near  Beatty  Road  for  City  residents. 


•Student NatrieceSpicerofOurLadyof  describe  neighborhood  problems. 

Visitacion  School  was  named  Miss  *Preliminary  plans  to  expand  Southeast 

Sunnydale  1991  at  a  November  contest  Community  Hazardous  Waste  Collec- 

•Peacemaking  Awards  were  presented  tion  Facility  were  discussed  at  a  July  6 

Dec.  16  by  St  James  Presbyterian  meeting. 


•Visitacion  Valley  celebrated  its  tenth 
annual  Street  Fair  on  May  2 1 . 

*VVTF  released  a  preliminary  draft  of 
its  community  survey  results  at  a  regular 
June  20  meeting. 

•Mayor  Jordan  joined  S.F.  Housing 
Authority  staff  and  Sunnydale  residents 
July  20  for  unveiling  of  a  refurbished 
model  building. 

•Four  VVES  students  won  awards  for 
excellence  in  science  and  math  in  the 
annual  Science  Exposition  at  Whitney 
Young  Center. 

•Reconstituted  VVMS  began  planning 
its  fall  semester  under  new  Principal  John 
Flores  with  briefings  and  a  tour  of  the 
Valley. 

•Local  residents  requested  longer  hours 
and  better  books  at  a  Sept.  1  library 
hearing  at  the  Visitacion  Valley  Branch 

•HUD  recommended  demolition  of 
Geneva  Towers  and  their  replacement 
withlow-risehousingataSept.  I9VVTF 
meeting. 

*A  Vista  Overlook  project  was 
announced  for  McLaren  Park. 

•Recognized  for  its  best  improved 
volunteer  school  program,  VVES  be- 
came one  of  three  S.F.  institutions  to 
receive  the  Honor  Roll  of  Schools 
awarded  from  S.F.  School  Volunteers. 

•Regular  VVTF  monthly  meetings 
were  moved  to  the  fourth  Friday  of  every 
month. 

*St  James  Presbyterian  Church  held  a 
successful  second  annual  faire. 

•Elections  voted  in  a  new  student 
council  at  VVMS. 

•VVTF  members  presented  a  Neigh- 
borhood Strategic  Plan  to  the  S.F. 
Redevelopment  Agency  on  Dec.  6. 
1995 

•Neighbors  and  friends  in  Visitacion 
Valley  got  together  January  16  for  a 
community-wide  Clean-up  Campaign  to 
remove  trash  from  McLaren  Park  and 


Church  to  Karen  Murray  and  Shirletha 
Holmes-Bo  xx. 
1991 

•Persons  representing  various  profes- 
sions spoke  at  El  Dorado  School 's  Career 
Day. 

•More  than  50  Valley  residents  met  at 
WCC  Jan.  14  to  form  an  association 
dealing  with  neighborhood  crime. 

*A  memorandum  of  understanding 
from  Executive  Park  let  residents  of  both 
94124  and  94134  zip  codes  have  first 


13  to  17  during  Week  of  Caring. 
•Burning  noses,  watering  eyes  and 

•SFPD  began  escorts  and  members  of  opportunity  of  jobs,  both  construction  nausea  resulted  from  a  mysterious  gas 
the  Guardian  Angels  began  riding  busses  and  permanent  that  sent  some  Wilson  High  students  and 

on  the  1 5  Third  Street  line  in  the  Valley   'More  than  900  volunteers  came  to  staff  to  the  hospital  Sept  22. 
after  several  rock  peltings  and  a  gun  Visitacion  Valley  and  OM1  neighbor-    *WES  began  participating  in  a 
attack  in  February.  hoods  Apr.  27  to  spruce-up  residences  of  nationally  recognized  reading  program 

♦After  14  years  of  planning,  a  new  low-income,   elderly   and   disabled  called  Success  for  All. 
crosswalk  was  installed  across  Bayshore  homeowners.  *Rose  Donovan  was  awarded  Volun- 

Boulelvard  at  San  Bruno  Avenue.  •Afterseveralyearsofwrangling,HUD  teer  of  the  Year  honors  at  a  Salvation 

'Students  at  VVMS  celebrated  comple-  obtainedacourtjudgementaJlowinginto  Army  Council  holiday  party  Dec.  21. 


other  areas  of  the  neighborhood. 

•Coalition  members  began  a  vigil  at  *StaffandstudentsofWES  gathered  at 

Geneva  Towers  Jury  2 1  to  protest  what  the  comer  of  Bayshore  Boulevard  and 

they  felt  were  unreasonable  living  Sunnydale  Avenue  Jan.  24  for  the 

conditions.  unveiling  of  their  Neighborhood  Image 

•More  than  20  people,  including  eight  Enhancement  billboard, 

firefighters  -  one  fatally  -  were  injured  *WTF  members  unanimously  agreed 

when  an  August  14  fire  destroyed  a  third  Feb.25torequestabilingualofficertobe 

floor  Geneva  Towers  apartment  assigned  in  the  Valley. 

•More  than  100  volunteers  from  10  *Two  crucial  meetings  were  held  Apr. 

companies  assisted  staff  at  VVCC,  Sept  18    and   20   to   discuss   a  Draft 


Environmental  Impact  Report  (EIR)  and 
its  relation  to  proposed  expansion  of  an 
existing  household  hazardous  waste 
facility  on  Tunnel  Avenue. 

•VVMS  introduced  two  new  school 
programs:  KeySEC,  an  association  of 
parents,  teachers  and  staff,  students  and 
community  members,  and  Viz  Kids,  an 
after  school  program. 

•Residents  of  both  Little  Hollywood 


(VVMS)  inaugurated  its  outdoor  science  tion  of  their  Sports  ofHope  mural  located  assume  management  of  Geneva  Towers, 

program  with  flower  and  vegetable  in  the  gym.  *  WES  honored  its  teachers,  staff  and 

gardens  in  McLaren  Park.                    *  Annual  Cleanup  Day  was  scheduled  volunteers  during  Teachers  Appreciation 

•Several  neighborhood  merchants  par-  June  25  in  the  Valley.  Week  in  May. 

ticipated  in  the  Valley's  first  holiday    •After  59  years,  Gatti  Nursery  closed  *Regi  Oliver  became  WCC's  new 

windowdecoratingcontestwithBernice's  June  27.  music  instructor  in  June. 

Custom  Drapery  Shop  the  winner.          *Protesters  gathered  on  the  steps  of  City  *Sunnydale's  Gang  Prevention  Pro- 

1987                                         Hall  Jury  6  to  show  their  displeasure  at  gram  was  named  finalist  for  the  H.B. 

♦Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Academic  City  Planning's  proposed  Hazardous  McDaniel  Group  Award. 

Middle  School  on  Girard  Street  was  Waste  Disposal  plan  for  San  Francisco.  ♦Local  merchants  honored  longtime 

♦A  group  of  37  people  met  with  Mayor 


dedicated  Jan.  15. 

♦A  memorial  service  was  held  Feb.  1  at 
St  James  Presbyterian  Church  for  Rev  R. 
Mark  Coonradt  -  parish  pastor  from 
1971  to  1984  -  who  died  in  New  York 
following  a  long  illness. 

♦A  grant  of  more  than  $15,000  was 
approved  by  the  S.F.  Foundation  for  the 


and  Visitacion  Valley  unanimously 

1994  opposed  proposed  expansion  of  a 

♦Geneva  Towers  residents  had  a  gala  household  hazardous  waste  facility  on 

farewell  party  Jan.  21  for  departing  Tunnel  Avenue  at  an  Apr.  1 8  meeting  at 

Executive  Manager  Arthur  Hutton.  WCC  to  revise  an  EIR. 

♦A  second  annual  Dr.  Vemetta  P.  ♦Ruth  Jackson  was  named  Woman  of 

Caldwell  Health  Fair  was  held  Feb.  26  at  the  Year  for  1 995  by  the  Delta  Delta  Zita 

Geneva  Towers.  Chapter  of  Zeta  Phi  Beta  Sorority. 

♦S.F.  School  District  announced  Sala  ♦St  James  Presbyterian  Church  held  a 

and  John  Burton  High  School  would  joyous  May  14  celebration  on  Mother's 

shifttothe  Wilson  campus  on  Mansell  St  Day,  as  well  as  spirited  festivities  June  18 


Art  Agnos  to  develop  and  implement 
strategies  for  the  Mayor's  Drug  Sympo- 
sium Task  Force. 

♦Furious,  frightened  and  frustrated 
Sunnydale  residents  met  September  1 3  to 
discuss  drug-induced  violence  at  their 
housing  project 


Valley  merchant  realtor  and  activist  that  fall,  with  Wilson  High  phased-out  on  Father's  Day. 

Henry  Schindel  at  a  July  21  breakfast  after  existing  classes  graduated.  ♦VVTF  members  agreed  on  May  27  to 

meeting.  ♦Visitacion  Valley  Task  Force  (VVTF)  meet  in  weekly  sessions  to  develop 

♦Members  of  the  Visitacion  Valley  held  its  initial  meetings  Feb.  22  and  benchmarks  for  inclusion  in  a  request  for 

Neighborhood  Association  gathered  at  a  Mar.  1.  government  funding, 

special  meeting  Sept   13  to  debate  ♦Girls  Against  Gangs  began  producing  ♦Visitacion  Valley  held  its  1 1th  annual 

Hospice  by  the  Bay's  proposed  Leland  their  monthly  cable  television  shows. 

Avenue  Residence  -  a  home  for  people  *VVMS  appealed  to  a  U.S.  District 


Mike   Klotovich   was    among  ten 

members  of  the  1987  S.F.  Prep  Hall  of  the  City's  southeast  communities. 


Geneva  Towers  Recreation  Program.       ♦Valley  activists  met  with  Capt  with  life-threatening  illnesses  -  toocu'py  Court  to  halt  its  eventual  reconstitution. 

Former  Mission  High  football  great  Gleason  of  Potrero  Station  to  discuss  an  the  former  Maxicare  site.  ♦Local  residents  attended  the  Valley's 

among   ten  SFPD  program  to  combat  drug  dealing  in    ♦Mayor  Agnos  appointed  30  young  first  National  Emergency  Response 

leaders  to  a  citywide  Youth  Forum.        Team  (NERT)  meeting  in  Apri I . 
♦Mayor  Agnos  presented  Hertz  Recre-    ♦Sunnydale's  Just  Say  No  to  Drugs    ♦Captain  Michael  Dower  became  new 

ationaJ  Director  Renee  Strong  with  S.F.  's  Club  was  presented  with  a  plaque  Oct  22  chief  of  Ingleside  Police  Station, 

first  place  Employee  Recognition  Award,  for  first  place  honors  in  the  S.F.  Youth 

•After  netting  $229  in  a  bake  sale,  the  Fair  parade. 

Long  Shots  Youth  Club  of  Geneva    •Residents  of  Geneva  Towers  and 

Towers  sponsored  a  home  delivery  Sunnydale  came  together  Nov.  6  for  a 


Fame  to  be  honored  at  a  special  May 
banquet  at  USF  Commons. 

•Mayor  Feinstein  met  with  concerned 
Valley  residents  at  the  Sunnydale 
Auditorium  May  12  to  investigate  and 
resolve  complaints  about  Geneva  Tow- 
ers management  and  an  increase  of 
crime,  vandalism  and  drug  abuse. 

•Three  new  sets  of  stop  signs  were 
approved  forthe  Valley's  business  area  to 
control  traffic  and  protect  pedestrians 


Festival  on  May  20. 
•Acknowledging  decades  of  devotion 
to  his  community,  Henry  Schindel 
received  an  Honorary  Doctorate  of 
Public  Service  from  John  F.  Kennedy 
University  on  June  17. 
♦New  English  as  a  Second  Language 
(ESL)  classes  were  announced  for 


program  of  chicken  and  fish  dinners.  Cease  Fire  candlelight  vigil  to  take  their 
1989  neighborhood  back  from  drug  pushers 

•Board  of  Advisors  of  Outstanding  and  gang  bangers. 
Americans   named    Valley    resident    ♦  Valley- Wide  Parents'  Council  formed 
Derrick  Dogan  to  the  1988  roster  of  Dec.  3  to  help  parents  work  together  with 


♦Motorists  coming  from  the  peninsula  Outstanding  Young  Men  of  America     schools,  recreation  centers  daycare  and 

into  the  Valley  were  advised  to  take  the  ♦After  26  years  in  the  Valley,  druggists  other  programs  their  children  attend. 

Brisbane  exit  to  avoid  Sept  18  traffic  Jack  Creighton  and  wife  Yvonne  closed  1992 

from  Pope  John  Paul  LPs  special  service  their  Leland  Avenue  Pharmacy, 

at  Candlestick  Park.  ♦Maxicare,  the  Valley's  only  medical 

♦Camp  Fire  started  its  Visitacion  Valley  facility,  closed  its  Leland  Ave.  location 

group  Oct  1 3  with  the  theme:  Every  kid  Feb.  1 . 

is  a  winner.  ♦Ownership 

♦After  months  of  painting,  the  Library  Leland  True 

assumed  by  the  Advincula  family.         35  years,  was  awarded  Elementary 
♦S.F.  Department  of  Social  Service,  in  SchoolTeacheroftheYearMay2byS.F. 

San  Francisco  teens -hoping  for  jobs  cooperation  with  the  Mayor's  Homeless  State  University  Alumni  Association, 

in  the  Mayor  sin-School  Youth  (MISY)  Program,    began    placing    homeless    *Southeast  Health  Center  sponsored  a 


Mural  on  Leland  Ave.  and  Desmond  St 
was  dedicated  Nov.  7. 


♦El  Dorado  School  students  spent  Feb. 
28  cleaning  a  section  of  Ocean  Beach. 
•VVES  students  held  two  multicultural 
assembl  ies  to  share  cultures  and  celebrate 
and    management    of  ethnic  diversity. 
Value  Hardware  was    ♦Darleen  Wong,  instructor  at  WES  for 


A  parade  on  Leland  Avenue  in  1987  during  an  annual  Steet  Festival. 


Visitation  Valley  is  nestled  along  the  county  line  just  to  the  north  of  the  towering  Mount  San  Bruno. 


Visitacion  Valley  commencing  Aug.  2 1 . 

*Schlage  Lock  began  testing  the  soil  on 
it  premises  for  contamination. 

♦HUD  presented  $1 1.8  million  to  the 
Housing  and  Community  Development 
Corporation  (HCDC)  at  a  July  19 
Geneva  Towers  meeting  to  help  build 
new  Valley  housing. 

•McLaren  Park  was  selected  as  one  of 
three  potential  sites  for  an  underground 
reservoir  to  provide  emergency  supplies 
of  water  for  firefighting.  park  irrigation 
and  industrial  use. 

♦Geneva Towers  were  officially  closed 
for  demolition  on  Aug.  3 1 . 

*WTF  members  agreed  children  and 
youth,  education  and  training  leading  to 
employment  and  a  stronger  economic 
base  were  top  priorities  needing 
improvement  in  Visitacion  Valley. 

*  WMS  replaced  its  viking  mascot  with 
a  falcon  logo. 


Valley  were  provided  with  a  Muni  bus  to 
attend  a  Residents  of  South  East  Sector 
(ROSES)  meeting  on  Nov.  2. 
♦Greetings  in  five  languages  welcomed 
visitors  to  the  Dec.  2  grand  opening  of 
The  Village,  a  new  association  of  several 
vital  Visitacion  Valley  services  located  at 
333  Schwerin  St 

♦A  Red  Cross  Family  Support  Center 
opened  December  7  at  1 704  Sunnydale 
Ave. 
19% 

♦Burglars  broke  into  St  James 
Presbyterian  Church  around  Jan.  14, 
taking  $10,000  in  church  property. 

♦Meetings  of  the  Southeast  Communi- 
ties-Norcal-City  Agecies  Forum  were 
held  Jan.  1 8  and  Mar.  7  at  Executive  Park 
to  resolve  problems  caused  by  the 
existing  waste 

facility  on  Tunnel  Avenue  to  the 
surrounding  neighborhood. 


The  Cow  Palace  has  been  a  visible  part  of  Visitacion  Galley  since  1941. 


♦Valley  neighbors  gathered  Sept  16  at 
VVCC  for  a  combined  garage  sale. 

*  Plans  were  commenced  to  establish  a 
Beacon  Center  at  WMS. 

•Representatives  from  Muni  and  both 
Potrero  and  Ingleside  police  stations 
were  present  at  a  Sept  23  WTF  meeting 
listening  to  residents  voice  their  con- 
cerns. 

♦Neighbors  gathered  to  give  Visitacion 
Valley  Community  Garden  a  cleaning 
Oct  2 1  prior  to  its  official  reopening  with 
a  ribbon-cutting  ceremony. 

•At  an  Oct.  28  meeting,  VVTF 
members  and  concerned  residents 
approved  five  benchmarks:  after  school 
programs,  child  care,  economic  develop- 
ment job  training  and  placement  and 
ESL,  as  vital  areas  to  be  developed. 

•St  James  Presbyterian  Church  held  a 
successful  bazaar  on  Nov.  1 8. 

•About  50  residents  from  Visitacion 


♦Architects  attending  a  Jan.  27  WTF 
meeting  presented  plans  for  9 1  low  rise 
homes  along  Sunnydale  Avenue  adja- 
cent to  Geneva  Towers. 

♦Fresh  Start  Farms  and  WMS  formed 
a  partnership  creating  a  commercial  farm 
on  school  grounds. 

•Many  Visitacion  Valley  residents  and 
merchants  joined  joined  other  concerned 
citizens  at  a  meeting  of  a  newly- 
appointed  Police  Commission  at  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.  Middle  School  on  Feb. 
28. 

♦JeffMori  replaced  Anthony  Lincoln  as 
director  of  the  Mayor's  Office  of 
Children,  Youth  and  Their  Families. 

*  WES  celebrated  black  history  and  the 
lunar  new  year  in  a  combined 
multicultural  assembly  on  Feb.  1 5. 

♦Geneva  Valley  Development  Corpo- 
ration (GVDC)  was  created  to  plan  new 
replacement  housing  for  Geneva  Tow- 


ers. 

♦St  James  Presbyterian  Church  cel- 
ebrated its  90th  anniversary  Apr.  28  with 
special  appearances  by  two  former 
pastors. 

♦More  than  1.400  signatures  were 
gathered  on  a  petition  calling  for 
improved  safety  measures  in  the  Valley. 

♦Visitacion  Valley  held  its  12th  annual 
Festival  on  May  1 8. 

♦In  a  festive  program,  a  long-awaited 
Beacon  Center  at  WMS,  450  Raymond 
Ave.  opened  on  June  10. 

♦St  Luke's  Hospital  announced  it 
would  open  a  Visitacion  Valley  clinic  by 
late  summer. 

♦Catholic  Charities  announced  plans  to 
open  a  licensed  care  facility  by  the  end  of 
1996  at  141  Leland.  Ave.,  the  former 
Maxicare  site. 

♦Mayor  Willie  Brown  joined  HUD's 
Andrew  Cuomo  on  June  1 7  to  announce 
the  San  Francisco  had  received  $4 1 .9 
million  to  fund  various  neighborhood 
projects. 

♦A  WTF  safety  subcommittee  re- 
vealed plans  to  establish  police  report 
desks  at  three  vital  Valley  locations: 
WCC,  the  Village  and  the  Beacon 
Center  at  WMS. 

♦Seven  students  in  a  youth  painting 
class  at  WCC  won  an  award  for 
participating  in  the  Young  Audiences' 
spring  art  exhibition  Faces  of  San 
Francisco:  Faces  of  Change  at  Levi 
Strauss  and  Company. 
•In  celebrating  its  tenth  anniversary  in 
August  the  Visitacion  Valley  Grapevine 
received  an  award  of  achievement  from 
State  Senator  Milton  Marks. 
•Visitacion  Valley  Task  Force  (WTF) 
members  voted  July  27  to  establish  a 
special  Communication  and  Transporta- 
tion committee  to  improve  neighborhood 
outreach  and  mobility. 
•Visitacion  Valley  Middle  School 
(WMS)  became  recipient  of  151 
computers  donated  and  upgraded  through 
the  Detwiler  Foundation. 
*A  revitalized  Valley  Merchants  Asso- 
ciation held  its  first  meeting  Sept.  28  to 
discuss  ways  on  improving  commerce  in 
the  neighborhood. 

•Neighbors  began  circulating  a  petition 
in  September  requesting  that  Visitacion 
Valley  be  included  in  only  one  police 
precinct 

*More than  1 50  students  from  Visitacion 
Valley  Elementary  School  (WES) 
came  to  their  school  garden  Oct.  5  to  clear 
weeds,  remove  unwanted  vegetation  and 
dedicate  the  garden's  new  name. 
*  Fresh  Start  Farms  worked  with  WMS 
students  in  establishing  a  vegetable 
garden. 

•St  Luke's  Health  Care  Center  van 
made  several  trips  to  Visitacion  Valley 


prior  to  the  October  opening  of  the  new 
Ixland  Avenue  Clinic.  More  than  160 
guests  attended  a  festive  dinner  celebrat- 
ing the  opening  Dec.  6  at  VVCC. 
♦WES  held  its  Winter  Festival  on  Dec. 
19. 
1997 

•Angry  residents  of  both  Little 
Hollywood  and  Visitacion  Valley  voiced 
their  concerns  about  operations  at  the 
NorcaJ  Solid  Waste  Recycling  and 
Transfer  Station  during  a  VVTF  meeting 
Jan.  25. 

•  Visitacion  Val  ley  Neighborhood  Watch 
described  its  safety  and  patrol  program 
during  a  Feb.  22  community  meeting. 

•An  account  was  established  at  the 
Visitacion  Valley  branch  of  the  Bank  of 
America  to  assist  a  family  stricken  by  a 
devastating  fire  which  gutted  their  Delta 
Street  home  on  Mar.  1 9. 

•Community  Boards  held  two  forums 
on  respect  for  the  neighborhood. 

•VVTF  adopted  its  bylaws  on  Apr.  26. 

♦WMS  announced  that  its  students 
would  be  wearing  uniforms  beginning 
with  the  Fall  1997  semester. 

•Visitacion  Valley  held  its  1 3th  annual 
Street  Festival  on  May  1 7. 

•HUD  began  working  with  Imtech 
Communication  of  Berkeley  to  explore 
options  for  the  demolition  of  Geneva 
Towers. 

*  Key  leaders  from  the  V  isitacion  Val  ley 
community,  businesses,  neighborhood 
associations  and  educational  institutions 
met  July  2  at  Visitacion  Valley 
Community  Center  to  discuss  expansion 
of  a  recently  formed  steering  committee 
for  community  outreach  on  the  demoli- 
tion of  Geneva  Towers. 

•Armed  with  a  large  aerial  photograph 
of  Visitacion  Valley  used  to  illustrate 
various  perimeters  and  identify  residents' 
homes,  representatives  from  both  Aman 
Environmental  Construction,  Inc.  and 
Controlled  Demolition  Incorporated 
(CDI)  spoke  July  15  at  the  second 
Steering  Committee  Meeting  handling 
community  outreach  for  Geneva  Tow- 
ers. 

•Members  of  Visitacion  Valley's 
business  community  met  with  a  City 
representative  July  12  in  an  initial 
meeting  to  discuss  improvements  to  the 
neighborhood's  main  business  thor- 
oughfare. 

♦More  than  75  signatures  were  gathered 
on  a  local  petition  in  support  of  Bart 
Ribotta,  popular  senior  swimming 
instructor  at  Coffman  Pool,  to  keep  him 
from  being  replaced. 
♦Results  announced  Sept  24  of  a  first- 
of-a-kind  neighborhood  election  to 
decide  which  demolition  method  was 
best  for  taking  down  Geneva  Towers 
showed  an  overwhelming  support  for 
implosion. 

♦Friends  of  Visitacion  Valley  Parks 
(FWP)  hosted  its  first  Valley  Greenway 
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Rally  and  Community  Picnic  Sept  6  in 
the  Senior  Park  on  Arleta  Avenue. 

•Affirming  the  real  achievements  of 
families  in  a  Family  Community 
Partnership  program  while  honoring  the 
efforts  of  all  who  fight  poverty,  neighbors 
from  both  Potrero  Hill  and  Visitacion 
Valley  came  together  Oct.  17  at  the 
Sunnydale  Auditorium  for  On  the  R<xtcl 
to  Success. 

•Members  of  the  S.F.  Public  Utilities 
Commission  (PUC)  further  detailed 
plans  to  improve  Sunnydale's  inadequate 
sewer  system  in  a  community  meeting 
Dec.  1 1  at  Schlage  Lock 

♦Neighbors  were  awakened  at  2:30  am. 
Christmas  Day  to  findablazinginfemo  in 
a  home  at  450  Sawyer  St 
1998 

♦Visitacion  Valley  merchants  thought 
too  many  people  hung  around  the 
business  area,  a  problem  exacerbated  by  a 
prevalence  of  crime,  dirty  streets  and  too 
many  shops  selling  similar  wares, 
according  to  a  survey  conducted  by  the 
San  Francisco  State  University's  Public 
Research  Institute  and  the  Mayor's 
Office  of  Community  Development. 

♦Beneath  a  large  banner  proudly 
proclaiming.  "Our  Pride  is  Back" 
students  of  Visitacion  Valley  Middle 
School  (WMS)  combined  music  and 
verse  in  a  spirited  afternoon  Black 
History  Assembly  on  Feb.  27  which 
featured  enlightening  words  from  guest 
speaker  Mayor  Willie  Brown. 

♦VVTF  members  were  presented  with  a 
plan  Feb.  28  to  convert  the  area's  Street 
Festival  into  a  new  annual  celebration 
tentatively  called  Visitacion  Valley 
Neighborhood  Day. 

♦San  Francisco's  Board  of  Supervisors 
brought  their  regular  weekly  meeting  to 
Visitacion  Valley  on  Mar.  2,  where 
neighborhood  residents  packed  the 
Sunnydale  Auditorium  to  voice  their 
concerns  about  local  issues. 

•Demolition  was  scheduled  to  begin 
Apr.  1 3  on  the  clubhouse  located  at  the 
northeast  comer  of  Visitacion  Valley 
Playground. 

*In  the  waning  hours  of  the  soon  to  be 
imploded  Geneva  Towers,  local  resi- 
dents got  together  May  16  at  the 
Elementary  School  to  celebrate  Visitacion 
Valley's  first  Neighborhood  Day  with 
entertainment  food  and  fun. 

•An  important  chapter  in  the  story  of 
Visitacion  ValleycametoanendMay  16 
-just  a  little  after  2:30  p.m  -  when  both 
Geneva  Towers,  out-of-place  in  a 
landscape  of  low-rise  housing  for  more 
than  three  decades  were  imploded. 

♦After  a  year  of  strategic  planning, 
Visitacion  Valley's  revived  Merchants 
Association  finally  found  itself  off  the 
ground  with  an  official  endorsement  by 
Mayor  Willie  Brown  during  the  Leland 
Avenue  Community  Meeting  on  July  23 


Implosion  of  Geneva  Towers 
Marks  Revftalization  of  Valley 
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Twin  Buildings  Were  Reduced  to  Concrete  Rubble 
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Visitation  Valley  Elementary  is  the 
alVVCC. 

•With  the  removal  of  rubble  continuing 
at  the  former  Geneva  Towers  site  across 
the  street  Mayor  Willie  Brown  joined 
HU  D's  Art  Agnos  and  a  number  of  other 
oflficials  Aug.  1 3  in  a  large  empty  lot  on 
SunnydaJe  Avenue  for  the  official 
ground  breaking  of  the  Britton  Street 
Family  Housing. 

•San  Francisco  submitted  a  request  to 
HUD  on  Sept  17  for  released  funds  to 
begin  construction  of  the  Heritage 
Homes  project  at  222  Schwerin  St. 


neighbortTOod's  oldest  school. 

Avenue  and  Sawyer  Street  early 
morning  on  Oct.  29  found  a  taxi  with 
its  motor  running,  headlights  off,  and 
the  driver  draped  over  the  steering 
wheel  with  a  fatal  bullet  hole  in  his 
head. 

•Vernon  Long,  director  of  The 
Village,  served  as  master  of  ceremo- 
nies Nov.  6  during  mid-day  festivities 
as  several  students  celebrated  their 
graduation  from  a  class  of  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Jobs.  Education  and 
Training  program. 


Riding  along  Sunnydale  Avenue  inside  the  Sunnyda/e  housing  complex. 
Built  in  1940,  many  units  were  upgraded  during  the  late  1990s. 

•Visitacion  Valley  Middle  School  *  Inspirational  music  and  good  food 

received  national  recognition  by  Presi-  were  a  pan  0f  fig  festivities  Nov.  24  as  a 

dent  Bill  Clinton  and  Secretary  of  packed  house  at  the  Visitacion  Valley 

Education  Richard  Riley  in  a  new  Community  Center  auditorium  turned 

publication  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  out  for  Roy  Barker  living  Thanks"  '98. 

Education  (USDE).  1999 

•Rapid  construction  of  new  homes  *  After  more  than  73  years  in  Visitacion 

continued  in  the  Hester  Heights  area  Valley,  Schlage  Lock  Company  an- 

along  a  new  Valley  street  called  Lois  nounced  it  would  phase  out  its  Bayshore 

^ane-  Boulevard  manufacturing  location  dur- 

•U.S.OfficeofPersonnel  Management  ing  a  several  month  period  in  1999. 

(OPM)  Director  Janice  Lachance  pre-  ♦MayorWillieBrownwasspecialguest 

sented   Principal  Vincent  Chao  of  at  Visrtecion  Valley's  Lunar  New  Year 

Visitacion  Valley  Elementary  School  Community  Celebration  on  Feb.  25 

with  44  computers  on  Oct  16  donated  by  which  featured  cultural  performances 

the  U.S.  Department  of  Education.  and  cuisine. 

•Discovery  ofa  local  labor  union  plan  to  ♦More  than  100  Visitacion  Vallev 

picket  the  long-awaited  Oct  29  Heritage  neighbors  and  Mayor  Willie  Brown 

Homes  ground  breaking  caused  both  attended  a  candlelight  Vigil  Apr.  6  in 

Mercy  Charities   Housing  (MCH),  memory  of  Sugi  Kim,  co-owner  of  the 

California  and  the  Geneva  Valley  KC  Market  at  400  Wilde  Ave.  who  was 

Development  Corporation  (GVDC)  to  snot  ,0  death  by  a  masked  robber  three 

postpone  the  event  days  earlier  after  complying  with  his 

Police  called  to  investigate  an  incident  demands  for  money  and  liquor, 

near  the  intersection  of  Sunnydale  •  Home  Depot  presented  its  plans  to  the 


The  LitOe  Holtywxd  neighborhood  is  located  just  east  of  Visttaoon  Valley. 


WTF  on  Mar.  27  for  a  newly- 
constructed  107,000  square-foot  store  - 
its  first  in  San  Francisco  -  to  be  built  on 
the  present  site  of  Schlage  Lock 
Company. 

•Visitacion  Valley  Community  Cen- 
ter was  one  of  seven  organizations 
honored  May  26  at  Yerba  Buena 
Center  for  the  Performing  Arts  with  the 
25th  Anniversary  Community  Institu- 
tion Award. 

•Two  men  wearing  bandannas  to 
conceal  their  faces  robbed  the  Visitacion 
Valley  Post  Office  just  before  noon  on 
June  30. 

•Friends,  family  and  neighbors  were  on 
hand  at  the  John  King  Senior  Center  July 
2  when  Wells  Fargo  Bank  presented  the 
organization's  board  of  directors  with  a 
check  for  $50,000  to  commence 
construction  on  the  new  John  King 
Senior  Housing  (JKSH). 

•After  three  years  of  outreach  in  the 
community  and  working  with  the 
Mayor's  Office  and  various  non-profit 
organizations,  the  Visitacion  Valley 
Greenway  project  effected  its  first  step  in 
the  eventual  jurisdictional  transfer  of  the 
Reis  Tracts  from  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Utilities  Commission  (PUC)  to 
the  Recreation  and  Park  Department. 

•James  S.  Dierke,  a  member  of  the  San 
Francisco  Unified  School  District  for  25 
years,  became  new  principal  at  Visitacion 
Valley  Middle  School. 

•Both  John  KingSeniorCenter(JKSC) 
and  Mercy  Charities  Housing  hosted  a 
groundbreaking  celebration  on  Sept  1 6 
for  the  new  senior  housing  complex  to  be 
built  at  500  Raymond  Ave. 

•Visitacion  Valley  Community  Beacon 
acquired  aCh  inese  hotline  for  those  in  the 
community  whose  primary  language  was 
Cantonese. 

•Under  a  banner  to  "Keep  our  schools 
safe  for  everyone,"  Visitacion  Valley 
Middle  School  established  its  VVMS 
Hot  I  ine  at 28 1  -8406  for  both  students  and 
neighbors  to  use  for  anonymous 
messages. 

•Construction  continued  on  the  560  of 
St  Francis  Bay  Apartments  along 
Executive  Park  Boulevard. 

•More  than  200  people  turned  out  Nov. 
1 3  at  the  Visitacion  Valley  Community 
Center  to  learn  and  voice  their  concerns 
about  the  potential  Home  Depot 
hardware  giant  moving  into  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

•Mayor  Willie  Brown  made  a  guest 
appearance  at  St  James  Presbyterian 
Church  on  Nov.  21. 
2000 

•A  new  tutorial  program  staffed  entirely 
by  volunteers  was  opened  Feb.  9  at  Herz 
Playground. 

•Visitacion  Valley  merchants,  schools, 
churches  and  community  service  provid- 
ers joined  to  celebrate  many  cultures  that 
made  up  the  neighborhood  in  a  Multi- 
cultural Celebration  at  the  Visitacion 
Valley  Community  Center  gymnasium 
on  Feb.  26. 

•Construction  started  in  February  on  the 
John  King  Senior  Community  and  Child 
Care  Center  to  be  located  on  Raymond 
Avenue  at  Sawyer  Street 

•Students,  parents,  faculty  members 
and  supporters  of  Our  Lady  of  the 
Visitacion  (OLV)  School  participated 
Apr  8  in  a  second  annual  walkathon 
event  sponsored  by  the  school's  Parents- 
Teachers  Group. 

•Representatives  of  HUD  and  local 
organizations  were  on  hand  the  morning 
of  Apr.  28  in  a  Welcome  Home 
Celebration  for  returning  Geneva  Tow- 
ers residents  at  both  the  new  Hentage 
Homes  and  Britton  Courts  on  Sunnydale 
Avenue. 

•Two  men  were  injured  Apr.  30  in 
shootings  on  Brookdale  Avenue  in  the 
Sunnydale  housing  complex. 

•Parents  and  students  packed  the 
auditorium  of  Visitacion  Valley  El- 
ementary School  (VVES)  on  May  12 
for  multi-cultural  assemblies  celebrat- 
ing Latino,  Filipino  and  Samoan 
cultures. 

•Visitacion  Valley  Community  Cen- 
ter (WCC)  honored  an  instructor. 
Randy  Tanksley.  who  has  been  a  part 
of  its  children's  programs  for  nearly 
three  decades. 

•Visitacion  Valley's  third  annual 
Neighborhood  Day  was  scheduled  for 
Sept.  16  at  Leland  Avenue  and 
Schwerin  Street. 

•Visitacion  Valley  voters  attended  a 
candidates'  forum  for  San  Francisco 
Supervisor  on  Oct.  7. 

•With  meetings  of  a  community 
advisory  group  outlining  final  changes 
and  improvements  to  the  plan  for  the 


Third  Street  Light  Rail  Project 
construction  of  the  line  was  scheduled 
to  begin  sometime  in  2001  and  be  in 
operation  in  2004. 

•A  number  of  Visitacion  Valley 
organ i zat  ions  sponsored  a  Comm  U n  ity 
Walk  and  Potluck  beginning  at  The 
Village  community  center  on  Dec.9. 

•After  being  vacant  for  nearly  two 
years,  a  new  medical  clinic  at  82 
Leland  Ave.  made  final  preparations 
for  its  2001  grand  opening. 

•District  10  voters  in  San  Francisco 
on  Dec.  1 2  elected  Sophie  Maxwell  to 
represent  them  on  the  Board  of 
Supervisors. 


View  United  Methodist  Church  on  Mar.  4 
*  Piecing  JbgBther  the  Fabric  of  Peace 
was  the  theme  of  a  day-long  event  Mar 
31  sponsored  by  Ridge  View  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Leland  Avenue. 
•Valley  residents  met  on  Mar.  19  to 
voice  opinions  on  potential  new  loca- 
tions for  the  Visitacion  Valley  Branch 
library  located  at  45  Leland  Ave. 
♦Mayor  Willie  Brown  gave  an  en- 
couraging presentation  on  Mar.  24 
during  an  early  afternoon  rib- 
bon-cutting ceremony  at  Hans 
Schiller  Plaza,  Visitacion  Valley's 
newest  park  located  between  Leland 
and  Raymond  Avenues. 


Visitation  Valley  Community  Center  is  located  at  50  Raymond  Ave. 

•Mo'RayshaPouoa  won  first  place  in  a  *With  the  S.F.  Board  of  Supervisors 

design  competition  held  by  Providian  passing  a  zoning  control  measure  Feb 

Bankcorp  on  her  design  titled  "World  26  to  bar  construction  for  one  year  of 

Peace."  any  commercial  building  larger  than 

•About  180  Visitacion  Valley  young-  65,000  square  feet  on  the  former  site 
sters  visited  a  winter  wonderland  on  of  Schlage  Lock  Company,  Home  De- 
Dec.  20  when  the  Bear  Care-A-Van  pot  gave  up  its  quest  to  build  its  first 
from  Mervyn's  arrived  at  The  Village  on  store  in  San  Francisco  at  the  1 3.5  acre 
Schwerin  Street.  site  along  Bayshore  Boulevard 


Both  Geneva  Towers  were  quite  visible  looking  down  Rey  Street. 


2001 

•Two  youths,  1 5  and  1 7,  who  broke  into 
an  exhibit  at  the  San  Francisco  Zoo  and 
stole  two  koalas  pleaded  guilty  of  the  theft 
after  the  animals  were  found  b>  police  in  a 
Sparta  Street  home 

•Supervisor  Sophie  Maxwell 
joined  Visitacion  Valley  residents 
on  Feb.  3  for  the  first  of  several 
weekend  neighborhood  clean-up 
campaigns  sponsored  by  the 
Mayor's  Office  and  the  Department 
of  Public  Works. 

•Both  the  Mayor's  Office  and  Hu- 
man Rights  Corn-mission  facilitated 
a  late  February  meeting  at  the  Com- 
munity Center  hosted  by  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Task  Force  to  ad- 
dress nationwide  gun  violence. 

*A  free  car  seat  check-up  was  held  Feb. 
1 0  at  the  Cow  Palace  in  honor  of  Child 
Passenger  Safety  Week 

•Vernon  Long,  unit  director  for  the 
Boys  and  Girls  Club  Visitacion  Valley 
Branch  at  The  Village,  was  honored  dur- 
ing a  public  worship  service  of  Ridge 


•Rev.  Dr.  Douglas  Baer  was  guest 
preacher  at  St.  James  Presbyterian 
Church  on  Apr.  29  to  celebrate  the  95th 
anniversary  of  its  founding  with  a  spe- 
cial Sunday  service  followed  by  lunch 
in  the  church  social  hall.. 

*A  Native  American  cultural  celebra- 
tion took  place  May  5  at  Hans  Schiller 
Plaza. 

•North  East  Medical  Services 
(NEMS)  celebrated  the  grand  opening 
of  its  new  clinic  at  82  Leland  Ave.  on 
May  10. 

•Visitacion  Valley  Elementary  School 
(VVES)  celebrated  Cinco  de  Mayo, 
Filipino  Independence  Day  and  Sa- 
moan Flag  Day  on  May  15  with  two 
multi-cultural  assemblies. 

•Hundreds  of  parents  and  children 
attended  a  sold  out  Evening  Talent 
Show  on  May  1 7  at  VVES  sponsored 

by  the  PTA. 

•More  than  100  firefighters  battled  a 
stubborn  wind-powered  blaze  on  June 
19  which  burned  60  acres  of  dry  grass 
around  noon  at  Crocker  Amazon  Park. 


Construction  of  Visitacion  valley  Middle  School  started  in  the  early  1970s. 


